
Application Process



Foundation overview and history

Reed’s School was founded in 1813 by the Reverend 
Andrew Reed, who believed that all children, regardless 
of circumstance, deserved the right to access the 
transformative effects of a good education. He 
established the School, originally called the London 
Orphan Asylum, to educate and support deserving 
children who had lost one or both parents. It was funded 
through a charitable Foundation that remains integral to 
the thriving day and boarding school that it is today.  

Since it was founded over 12,000 children have been 
provided with the life changing opportunity of a Reed’s 
education. Currently more than 10% of Reed’s pupils 
are provided with partially or fully funded places by the 
Foundation and its supporters. 

Reed’s is a leading HMC independent day and boarding 
school, providing an education for around 700 pupils 
between the ages of 11 and 18 years, with girls joining 
in the Sixth Form. We are predominantly a day school 
with approximately 100 boarders spread throughout the 
year groups. Reed’s is situated in over forty acres of 
beautiful countryside in the outskirts of Cobham, Surrey. 
The School benefits from excellent transport links, both 
rail and road, to London, Guildford and the M25.
 
Recent Foundation pupils have secured places at top 
universities and courses including: Oxford, Bristol, 
Durham, Edinburgh, Imperial College and the Royal 
Academy of Music, amongst others. 

Qualifying criteria for Foundation bursaries

Foundation places are available for boys from the age 
of 11 to 18 and for girls aged between 16 and 18. The 
Foundation is able to fund boarding places to a greater 
extent but may be able to support day pupils up to 50% 
if, because of certain circumstances, it is deemed better 
for the child to live at home. 

Parents/guardians should be aware that those with 
significant assets or income are unlikely to receive 
bursary awards unless there is great pastoral need. 
100% bursary places are awarded only to those children 
who find themselves in exceptionally challenging 
circumstances.

Applications for Foundation places are based on the 
following criteria; the first of which must be met along 
with one or more of the remaining criteria.

1. Having lost the support of one or both parents  
 through death, abandonment, mental or physical ill  
 health, separation or divorce.

2. Having an unhappy or unsatisfactory home life,  
 where the child is in need of pastoral care and, in
  most cases, boarding provision. For example  
 having a chronically ill close family member   
 demanding much of the parent/guardian(s) attention.

3. Having a financial need in the family.

Each case is considered on an individual basis with the 
child’s best interests at the centre of the discussions.

APPLYING TO THE REED’S FOUNDATION

Parent of
Foundation Applicant

“All the interviews I had with the Foundation team members 
were relaxed and pleasant. I was very impressed with their 

positive and encouraging views towards applicants and
 I greatly appreciate their hard work and support.”



Additional information
Should the applicant be successful and a bursary place 
offered at Reed’s School, there are a number of additional 
considerations that will need to be taken into account by 
the parent/guardian:
• There is no registration fee required for Foundation   
 applicants.
• There is usually an expectation of some financial   
 contribution from the parent/guardian.
• The financial assessment is usually based on the   
 parent with whom the child lives.
 • The Foundation must be notified of any changes to the
  parent/guardian’s financial situation whilst the child
  is at Reed’s, including remarriage or cohabitation.  
• Each year, an annual financial reassessment is
  conducted with a further, more in-depth, assessment
  going into the Sixth Form when external funding   
 packages tend to change.
• Additional associated costs, such as exam fees, bus   
 fees and set textbooks, will be added to the termly
  bills and may need to be budgeted for by parents/
 guardians. However, Foundation pupils can sometimes
  qualify for additional help with uniform costs, music
  lessons and educational school trips essential for their  
 studies.
• All accounts must be cleared with the Bursary by the
  end of each academic year.
• All information submitted by the parent/guardian is   
 held in the strictest confidence.
• The School is aware that Foundation applicants may   
 not have had access to coaching or tutoring in order   
 to help them pass the entrance exams. This is taken   
 into consideration when marking test papers.

Applications for Foundation places at Reed’s School are 
administered by our Foundation staff who will help guide 
applicants through the necessary criteria and process.

For further details or enquiries, please contact:

e: foundationoffice@reeds.surrey.sch.uk
Mrs Ruth de Fraga Gomes, Foundation Secretary
t: 01932 589493
e: rgomes@reeds.surrey.sch.uk

Mrs Chris Lewis, Foundation Relations manager
t: 01932 869093
e: clewis@reeds.surrey.sch.uk

                  



FOUNDATION APPLICATION PROCESS

Step 1: 
For entry to Reed’s for a Foundation applicant a Foundation Application form and School Registration 
form needs to be completed. Both of which can be obtained from the Admissions Office. There is no 
registration fee due for Foundation applicants. For registration deadlines please refer to the Admissions 
Booklet in the Prospectus or to the School’s website.

Step 2: 
The Foundation Office will then arrange an initial meeting at the School for the parent/guardians and the 
child.  During this visit there will be an initial academic test and the child will be interviewed by a senior 
member of staff.  There will also be an opportunity for a tour of the school. 

Step 3:
Subject to performance in this initial test, a home visit will be arranged, this is a mandatory part of the 
application process and is to find out about the pastoral need of the child.  This visit will be conducted by 
a member of the Foundation Office. 

Step 4:
A Foundation funding meeting will be held at the school with the parent/guardian, and members of the 
Foundation Office and Foundation Funding Committee. This is to find out about the financial need of the 
family.

Step 5:
Successful applicants will be required to sit the School’s 11+, 13+ or Sixth Form Entry Tests.  For further 
details on the Entry Test content and specific dates of tests please refer to the Admissions Booklet in the 
Prospectus or to the School’s website.

Step 6:
Based on the results of the Reed’s Entry test, the report from the prospective pupil’s current school and 
decision of the Foundation Committee, offers of a place at the School and Foundation funding package 
will be made by the Headmaster.

Step 7:
Confirmation of acceptance is required by the first week in March for 11+ and 13+ applicants and by mid 
December for 6th form applicants. 



HOW TO FIND US

By Road 
For satnav Reed’s School Postcode is KT11 2ES. 
Please ignore all signs to Cobham as Reed’s School is 
actually situated nearer to Oxshott than Cobham. 
From the M25 anti-clockwise
Exit at Junction 10 and head Northbound on the A3 
towards London. Travel for approximately 4 miles 
to the second intersection signposted A244 Esher/
Leatherhead. At the roundabout, take the third exit 
marked A244 towards Leatherhead and Oxshott. In 600 
metres take the first turning on the right onto Sandy 
Lane. The main entrance to the School is approximately 
half a mile down Sandy Lane on the left.
From the M25 clockwise
Exit at Junction 9 and join the A244 Leatherhead/Esher 
road and continue through Oxshott Village. After passing 
Oxshott Station on the left, take the next turning on the 
left onto Sandy Lane. The main entrance to the School is 
about half a mile down Sandy Lane on the left.
From the A3 
If travelling Southbound out of London on the A3, follow 
signs for Heathrow Airport and M25. About 5 miles before 
Junction 10 of the M25, take the intersection signposted 
A244 Esher/Leatherhead. At the roundabout, take the first 
exit marked A244 towards Leatherhead and Oxshott. In 
600 metres take the first turning on the right onto Sandy 
Lane. The main entrance to the School is approximately 
half a mile down Sandy Lane on the left.

By Rail
The nearest mainline station is Oxshott, which is on the 
Waterloo/Guildford via Cobham Line, and is only a five- 
minute taxi journey or ten-minute walk from the School.

On Arrival 
Visitors are requested to report to Main Reception. Car 
Parking is available on the left-hand side of the School 
drive.
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Parent of
Foundation Applicant

“The Foundation team at Reed’s could not have been more 
supportive to us, both during the application process and also now 

that my son is a student at Reed’s School - we are very fortunate that 
he has been given such a fantastic opportunity to thrive.”



C o b h a m  S u r r e y

ADMISSIONS 01932 869001
e admissions@reeds.surrey.sch.uk 
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