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| ACHIEVEMENTS

ACADEMIC

Four Upper Sixth students received offers to Cambridge: Sam Hunt to read 
Classics at Pembroke, Marcus Jones to read Archaeology at Homerton, Abigail 
Nicholson to read Geography at Girton and Hannah Robertson to read Natural 
Sciences at Murray Edwards.

MUSIC

Gregor Thomson (Upper Sixth) has won a 
coveted scholarship to study Percussion at the 
Royal College of Music.

MUSIC

Maggie Talibart (Upper Sixth) has won a 
scholarship to study composition at the 
prestigious Berklee College of Music in Boston.

MUSIC

Amber Emson (Upper Sixth) won first prize in the 
regional round of Germany’s biggest children’s 
and youth music competition “Jugend Musiziert” 
at the German School London. She performed 

works by Mozart, Bach and Clara Schumann.

MUSIC

Will Everitt (Fourth Form) runner-up in the final of the 
Kingston Young Musician contest; won two classes 
at the Richmond Festival: Intermediate Brass & Wind 
Recital and Brass Solo, and was named runner-up in 

Richmond Young Instrumentalist 2019.

LEADERSHIP

Amelia Le Cluse (Lower Sixth) was awarded a 
Jack Petchey Award in Cadets for Leadership 
by the Deputy Mayor of Policing and Crime, 

Sophie Lindon. 

HOCKEY

Alice O’Hagan (Upper Sixth) secured a full 
hockey scholarship to Central Michigan 

University starting in August 2019.

RUGBY

Will White, Rhys Jones & Rory Malcolm (all U6) 
represented South East Lambs; Rhys played for 
National Lambs; Ellis Dunford (Fourth Form) nominated 
for Surrey U15 trials; Charlie Hancock (Fifth Form) 
captained Surrey to a 27-7 win over Hampshire.

ATHLETICS

Six athletes represented North East Surrey in 
the County Championships; First Former Ollie 
Holden’s performance gained him selection to 
the county team and he represented Surrey in 
the Inter-Counties event.

BIATHLON

Reece Barton-Lake and Olly Blaney (both 
First Form) took part in the National Schools 
Biathlon finals.

TENNIS

Samy Khediri (First Form), as part of a GB Team, 
qualified for the Winter Cup finals where the 
team beat France, Finland and Bulgaria.

I N D I V I D U A L  A C H I E V E M E N T S

GOLF

Sasha Crockett and Austin Gambel, (both 
Lower Sixth) elected as Junior Captains for their 
respective golf clubs, Burhill and Cuddington.

POLO

Riley Leake (Fifth Form) was the youngest 
competitor in The Paul Sweeney Memorial Cup 
Polo Tournament and his team won the final!
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M U S I C
A Musical Triumph at Cadogan Hall

REED’S ORCHESTRA AND CHOIR VISITED 
the beautiful venue of Cadogan Hall to 
perform a variety of musical arrangements 
in a Gala Concert. 

Kicking off, pianist Luca Spadano and 
the Orchestra stunned with a heavenly 
rendition of ‘Merry Christmas, Mr Lawrence’ 
composed by Ryuichi Sakamoto. Owen 
Price’s ‘Rhapsody in Blue’ by George 
Gershwin impressed further, and both Barney 
Goodwin’s Nikolai Rimsky-Korsakov’s 
‘Concerto for Trombone’ and Johnson Li’s 
Clarinet rendition of ‘Concertino’ by Carl 
Maria von Weber left the audience in awe. 
Gregor Thomson’s performance of Ney 
Rosauro’s ‘Concerto No.1’ for Marimba 

M U S I C
Third Form goes back to the 80s!

THIRD FORM MUSICIANS BROUGHT 
BACK TO LIFE THAT GLORIOUS DECADE 
of new wave music that was the 80s and, 
most specifically, its sub-genre of synth-pop 
in their Synth Show.

The first half, ‘Acoustic Dreams’, saw 10 
superb and diverse acts fill the room with much 
energy and some really impressive instrumental 
talent on the flute, saxophone, piano, violin 
and trumpet as well as some strong vocal 
performances. It ended with a classy version 
of Rick Astley’s iconic contribution to the pop 
world, ‘Never Gonna Give You Up’ which 
warmed the audience up nicely for the 80s 
extravaganza that awaited them.

The second half was an epic blast from 
the past with a nostalgic run through the 
glorious days of 80s pop, featuring some of 
the top talents of that era. All the performers 

80s Synth Show

“The Beatles”

80s Synth Show

captured the audience’s attention due to 
its unique sound. Amber Emson followed 
with an exquisite violin performance of ‘La 
Campanella’ composed by Niccolò Paganini 
- a magnificent performance of outstanding 
quality. Millie Stokes’ operatic performance 
of Gounod’s ‘Je Veux Vivre’ left the audience 
speechless. Electric Sofa, an up and coming 
band of Upper Sixth Formers, finished off the 
first act of the concert with ‘Planet Earth’ an 
original piece composed by band member, 
Maggie Talibart. The song was even more 
impressive with the backing of the Orchestra, 
conducted by Maggie herself. 

In the second act, the musicians switched 
up the pace and showcased a fantastic 
Magical Mystery Tour medley of The Beatles 
songs with the full choir and various soloists. 
The medley featured ‘Yellow Submarine’, 
‘Eleanor Rigby’, ‘Sun King’, ‘The Long and 
Winding Road’ and many other favourites. 
Although the atmosphere was completely 
different from the orchestral first act of 
the concert, the audience was completely 
engaged. The Beatles themselves even 
made an appearance - George Sweet, Alex 

O’Connell, Tim Fortescue and Aron Davies 
- complete with wigs and outfits from the 
cover of Sgt Pepper’s Lonely Hearts Club 
Band! The entire stage was full of excitement 
and singing – a remarkably impressive end 
to a night packed with all genres of music 
and various instruments.

Ava Morrison, Lower Sixth Form

excelled with fabulous performances. Gary 
Numan’s ‘Cars’, ‘Being Boiled’ by Human 
League, Soft Cell’s ‘Tainted Love’ along 
with Space’s ‘Magic Fly’, New Order’s 
‘Blue Monday’ and The Pet Shop Boys’ 
classic ‘West End Girls’ shared the limelight. 
Many of those in the audience were clearly 
waiting for Depeche Mode’s ‘Just Can’t Get 
Enough’ finale, reincarnated by our Third 
Form musicians who successfully combined 
melodious keyboard playing with some 
really impressive vocals in this final act of the 
evening.

This proved to be an exceptionally well-
chosen collection of gems from a decade 
when classic synth-pop music anthems were 
crafted; these were very finely showcased by 
our talented bunch of Third Form musicians.

Helen Salford, Head of French

Electric Sofa

Director of Music, Iain Carnegie
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THE UPPER SIXTH DRAMA CLASS had its 
practical examination in front of a warm and 
intimate audience, the debut performance 
in the new Drama studio. Frankie Cragg, 
Jamie Lunt and Millie Stokes opened the 
show with an extract of ‘Ripcord’ by David 
Lindsay-Abaire. The humour of this play was 
made clear through the strong performances 
of all three cast members. Anna Leigh-Pollitt 
and Maddie Disney performed an extract 
from ‘Machinal’ by Sophie Treadwell. Here 
a mother and daughter trade barbs over an 
eventful meal; the relationship presented by 
the duo was engaging and authentic. Finally, 
in a piece entitled ‘A Pessimist’s Guide To 
Dating In The 21st Century’ inspired by the 
work of Bryony Kimmings, the entire group 
took the audience on an emotional journey, 
both humorous and full of anguish, that left 
the audience – and the examiner – highly 
impressed. 

As part of the GCSE Drama course, 
pupils perform two short extracts from a 

This technically difficult scene, 
with abrupt, overlapping 

dialogue, was performed  
with a sophistication beyond 

their years.

D R A M A 
High-quality entertainment

published play in front of a visiting examiner. 
This year’s dramatists really upped the ante 
with the quality of their performances. The 
first, ‘The York Realist’ by Peter Gill, was 
sensitively performed by Alex O’Connell and 
Sam Rowe. ‘Goodbye to All That’ by Luke 
Norris featured Ollie Hoskins playing the 
grandson and James Allen the grandfather. 
The bickering between the generations 
was portrayed most effectively. The tone 
lightened with the contrast between the 
comic and serious elements of Amani 
Bates and Christopher Reay’s characters in 
Simon Longman’s ‘Milked’. In ‘Orphans’ by 
Lyle Kessler, Callum Cobb played the older 
brother of Mr Lees and their high energy 
scene efficiently showed the conflict between 
these siblings. The sweariest eleven-year-
olds of all time were portrayed well by Ronnie 
Moth and Eddie Holmes in ‘Shivered’ by 
Philip Ridley as they attempt to capture a 
monster in the dark. The evening ended with 
two more serious pieces. The first, ‘Good 
Boys and True’ by Roberto Aguirre-Sacasa, 
had Myles Billington and Angus McCann as 
long-term friends caught up in a scandal at 
school. Both actors were incredibly natural 
and authentic in their performances. In the 
final piece, ‘A Number’ by Caryl Churchill, 
a father (Ethan Cox) discovers that his son 

(Conor Mather) was cloned as a child. This 
technically difficult scene, with abrupt, 
overlapping dialogue, was performed with 
a sophistication beyond their years. An 
excellent end to an evening of high quality 
entertainment!            

Other year groups staged two very 
different productions for one evening of 
engaging entertainment. First up, the Lower 
Sixth performed a radical reinterpretation 
of Ibsen’s ‘A Doll’s House’. Inspired by the 
work of Kneehigh, this irreverent production 
featured many highlights: some tightly 
choreographed dance routines, jokes a 
plenty and highly effective characterisation. 
After a quick relocation ‘Flesh’, by Rob 
Drummond, was up next. This play was 
newly commissioned by the National 
Theatre for the Connections Festival and 
we were one of the first groups to perform 
it. The play tells the story of two groups of 
teenagers stuck on an island (flashes of 
‘Lord of the Flies’). The heightened use of 
teenage vernacular and changes in time 
period proved to be challenging for the 
actors involved; however, the cast pulled 
together to present this atmospheric 
production effectively. Kaizer Akhtar, Jonny 
Seymour and Lauren Ewer were particular 
highlights of the cast. 

Tim Silk, Director of Drama

GCSE Drama

Lower Sixth Form Drama

National Theatre Connections Festival
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A R T 
Brooklands Museum provides phenomenal inspiration

THE CLOSE PRODUCTION is always a 
highlight of the Drama calendar, bringing 
with it an opportunity to display the talents 
of new and upcoming young performers. 
Under the thoughtful direction of Mr Lees, 
the cast of over twenty really stepped 
up to the plate, providing an entertaining 
production of ‘Krindlekrax’ by Philip Ridley. 

The play is set on Lizard Street, the 
friendliest street in the world, where 
Ruskin Splinter (played with an impressive 
believability by James Bartram) dreams of 
being the hero in his school play. But he does 
not look much like a hero. His parents (Hugo 
Woodcock and Ted Revill) do not believe in 
him. There’s only one boy who could possibly 
play that role: the school bully, Elvis (Harry 
McCaughey, who used his height to great 
comic effect particularly when interacting 
with his sidekick, Daniel Shand). However, 
this play is not just a backstage drama. 
There is a monster of some sort living in the 

D R A M A 
An entertaining production of ‘Krindlekrax’

sewers that is brought to Ruskin’s attention 
by the caretaker, Corky Pigeon (confidently 
conveyed by Charles Tiedeman). 

There were a host of other memorable 
performances that drove the comic elements 

 Ruskin Splinter (James Bartram) fights the ‘monster’

THIRD FORM ART PUPILS VISITED 
BROOKLANDS MUSEUM to undertake 
visual research for their major project: Man, 
Movement and Media. The aircraft factory, 
automobile sheds and stratosphere room 
provided rich subject matter for first-hand 
drawing and sketching and a phenomenal 
space in which to sit and draw. The Loch 
Ness Wellington, which was the centrepiece 
on display, had the boys circling the large 
aeroplane to draw it from various angles. 

At each site visited, pupils engaged in 
different technical art skills. The outcomes 
resulted in some wonderful charcoal 
drawings, photographs, short films and iPad 
drawings, the idea being that they would 
generate enough material to complete 
further investigations when they returned to 
School. The drawing exercises really tested 
the perspective skills of the pupils and it 
was great to see them grapple with this 
challenge as the day progressed. 

Mark Farmer, Art DepartmentA Third Form pupil drawing The Loch Ness Wellington at Brooklands Museum 

of the piece which ended with a musical 
number that brought the world to rights and 
the audience applauded enthusiastically. 

Tim Silk, Director of Drama
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A C A D E M I C
Humanities: news of events to develop curiosity ...

ENGLISH
Two teams of pupils from the First and Third 
Forms took part in the International Competition 
for Young Debaters (ICYD) at the Oxford Union. 
The first and third debates were impromptu, where 
the boys had 15 minutes to prepare without using 
the internet or any help. The second debate was 
a pre-released motion. The A team as Opening 
Opposition achieved first place in the motion ‘This 
House would impose a 50% quota of women as 
Members of Parliament’ with the B team achieving 
second as Closing Opposition. All the boys were 
superb in their argumentation and were great 
ambassadors for the School, demonstrating a 
polite respect for their fellow debaters, judges and 
each other.

Amanda Trehearn, Head of English

CLASSICS
The Latin Reading Competition was even more 
hotly contested this year than last. Boys from First 
Form through to Fifth Form fought fiercely to gain 
the much coveted trophy, and standards of oratory 
were high. The evening culminated in a highly-
skilled reading of a piece of Suetonius delivered by 
Sixth Form Scholar, Sam Hunt, who was also on 
the judges’ panel. All the boys who took part should 
be commended - particularly those who bravely 
stepped up to do a solo performance. 

First place in The Close went to Thomas 
Hartman and Nik Pivovarsky; first place in the 
Middle School to Sam Rowe; second place went to 
Max Clarke and Ben Way with Adam Bassoumba 
and Zach Ferydooni awarded third place.

Third Form Latinists were involved in some 
fiercely competitive project work. The topic was 
Ancient Egypt, which the boys are studying as 
part of the Classical Civilisation element of their 
Latin course. Standards of presentation and 
posters alike were high and I was very impressed 
with the boys for the diligence and curiosity they 
demonstrated to produce such excellent pieces 
of work.

Pupils in the Second Form visited Fishbourne 
Roman Palace for an enjoyable and informative day 
to set them up to tackle their Roman Britain ‘Estate 
Agent’ projects. They explored the remains of the 
palace itself, as well as the extensive gardens, and 
were struck by how intricate and well preserved 
many of the mosaics were. In a ‘Military Matters’ 
workshop the boys learnt what it was like to be a 
Roman soldier, and were able both to dress up as 
legionaries and handle artefacts which were over 
2000 years old – a real privilege. The boys enjoyed 

looking around the museum, a particular highlight 
being the extremely well-preserved skeleton 
which was found buried in the palace. 

Following the trip the boys were set the task 
of creating a poster imagining they were Estate 
Agents in Roman Britain; 
they then gave a small 
presentation. The standard 
was high hence plenty of 
distinctions awarded. The 
overall winners were Hayden 
Sennungi and Will Burns 
in first place; second place 
was given jointly to Seb Dunn 
with Callum Hunter, and Harry 
McCaughey and third place 
was Harry Coulthard and 
Fearghas Paisley.

Kate Morland, Head of 
Classics

GEOGRAPHY
Fourth Form pupils spent a day 
in Southampton to investigate 
the success of regeneration strategies 
in the city - work which will be extremely 
valuable for their GCSE paper 3 material. 
The boys collected data in the form of 
environmental-quality surveys, anti-crime 
scores and questionnaires. Over the 
course of the day, they visited a variety 
of sites including West Quay Shopping 
Centre, Ocean Village Marina and St 
Mary’s Football Stadium. 

Josh Bishop, Geography Department

Third Form geographers were blessed 
with record-breaking temperatures (the 
hottest February on record) for their 
trip to Brighton and, subsequently, 
enjoyed breathtaking views from the i360. They 
investigated whether Brighton is in a state of 
decline or rejuvenation by collecting a range of data 

Geography Trip to Southampton

Media Trip to Disneyland

Second Form Roman Estate Agent Project

Interschools History Debating 

Champions

Standards of presentations 
and posters alike were high 

and I was very impressed  
with the boys for the 

diligence and curiosity they 
demonstrated to produce 

such excellent pieces of work.
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including interviews with the public, photographs 
and environmental-quality surveys. The boys were 
impeccably behaved with a number of positive 
comments from the public.

Luke Buckingham, Head of Geography

ECONOMICS & GEOGRAPHY FORUM ON 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
The Economics and Geography Departments held 
a joint forum on economic development. It began 
with a talk in Assembly by John McLaverty, Oxfam’s 
Education & Youth Advisor. Using the headings of 
‘Water, Work and Women’, he gave examples of 
Oxfam’s work around the world: helping to relieve 
poverty through a focus on providing clean water 
and sanitation; giving people the basis to provide 
for themselves and their families; and by fighting 
inequality. 

Upper Sixth Economists and Geographers 
spent the rest of the morning discussing case 
studies from around the world. Mr McLaverty 
shared practical insights from Oxfam’s relief and 
aid work in Grenada, Indonesia and Sierra Leone 
and explained that, wherever possible, Oxfam 
prefers to send money rather than food or goods, 
so that aid can be spent with local producers and 
benefit the local economy. Head of Economics, 
Mr Whiteley, summarised some of the issues that 
can hamper free trade and development. Head 
of Geography, Mr Buckingham, reviewed issues 
of globalisation and interdependence. One of the 
most striking illustrations was the notion of the 
‘i-economy’ and the suggestion that an iPhone 
8 might cost up to $10,000 if it were entirely 
manufactured in the USA.

This was the first time Economics and 
Geography students had got together to share 
their common understanding of issues around 
globalisation and economic development. The 
Forum and Assembly both offered food for thought 
as to how our School values of compassion and 
responsibility can be applied to the wider world.  

Freddy Hood, Upper Sixth Form

PHILOSOPHY & RELIGION 
The highlight of the term was an emotional trip for 
Sixth Form students to one of the most infamous 
places on earth, Auschwitz. We started with a two-
hour walking tour of Auschwitz I where we were 
taken into a number of different barracks, each 
portraying the horrific events that occurred at the 
camp. We were shown videos of the few survivors 
talking about their experiences which enabled us 
to better understand what they went through, as 
well as the enormous scale of the Holocaust.

At Auschwitz II Birkenau the sheer size of the 
camp shocked us: 400 acres of isolation. Our tour 
guide, Lukas, led us to the tower in which the SS 

guards overlooked the arrivals. Here, we gained 
an overview of the camp and just how far it ran in 
all directions. Even more unearthly was the railway 
line that ran through Birkenau - we had a visual 
representation of the trains arriving and the Jews 
being pushed off and into lines ready for immediate 
selection. At any one time, the camp could house 
90,000 people; the Nazis exterminated 1,400 
people every day by gassing.

We were given the opportunity to go inside 
a once-used gas chamber and crematorium. 
This speaks for itself. We couldn’t even begin to 
process what went on in there and the sickening 
thing was knowing that it was real and took place 
right beneath our feet.

I would like to thank the Department for 
taking us on such a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity 
- I know we all valued it greatly. Certainly an 
experience in my life I will never forget.

Maddie Disney, Upper Sixth Form

MEDIA
Lower Sixth Media students visited Euro Disney 
in Paris to attend a Media and Marketing Course 
held by Disney and to enjoy the entertainment that 
Disney has to offer! The course was a fantastic 
opportunity to learn about how one of the world’s 
largest brands employs media strategy to help 
market its extensive products and also offered an 
interesting insight into the development of Disney 
as a genre. As part of the course, students had to 
develop an advertising campaign for Disney to lure 
a new target audience to Euro Disney. One of the 
groups from Reed’s produced the best concept - 
a competition aimed at teenagers where entrants 
were given the chance to help design part of the 
new Euro Disney section to be built in 2020. In 
the free time outside of the course, the students 
enjoyed the many attractions that Disney has to 
offer. A highlight of the trip included a group viewing 
of the live-stunt-show film set that allowed the 
students to understand how an action sequence 
was shot and edited for a major film. The students 
represented Reed’s with aplomb and enjoyed both 
the learning and fun on offer.

Jono Anderson, Assistant Sixth Form Housemaster

HISTORY 
Reed’s historians paraded into the Assembly 
Hall for the annual Interschool History Debating 
competition. With three victories already pocketed, 
a fourth seemed to “exist [only] in the conditional 
and the subjunctive” (to quote the character of 
Mr Hector in The History Boys). However, with 
his characteristically inimitable bravado, Head 
of History, Mr Waller, insisted every Sixth Form 
historian attend, lending us the advantage of a 
hugely supportive home crowd. 

Interschools History Debating 

Champions

Following a quiet start in an evenly matched 
debate against Lord Wandsworth College on the 
Treaty of Versailles and its share of responsibility 
for World War II, we were set back during a 
shaky second motion against Frensham Heights 
on American military withdrawal from Vietnam. 
However, Columbus Paterson’s feverish preparation 
on the Norman Conquest and its implications for 
Anglo-Saxon England paid off in the next debate. 
It wasn’t long before we triumphed in a debate led 
by Jason McCarthy over the comparative merits 
of Thomases Wolsey and Cromwell. We delivered 
the coup de grace in a debate entitled, ‘Who was 
Britain’s greatest Prime Minister?’ -  I took great 
pleasure in casting Frensham’s David Lloyd George 
as the natural ideological successor to our own 
choice of 19th Century Conservative, Benjamin 
Disraeli. With veritable whoops emanating from the 
audience, Mr Waller announced the final scores 
from the judging panel: Frensham Heights – 218; 
Lord Wandsworth College – 223; Reed’s School – 
235. Triumph was ours for the fourth successive 
time. . Jason, Columbus, and I shall be gone next 
year, but the future of Reed’s historical debating 
seems bright indeed in the capable hands of Louis 
Davies, Anna Gray, Alex Walden, Will Maxted, 
Malaika Mudry, and Ava Morrison. Can they make 
it number five in 2020?

Sam Hunt, Upper Sixth Form

After the excitement of the Debating competition, 
A Level History students attended a series of 
lectures in London on the Tudor dynasty. There 
were many interesting and thought-provoking talks 
from eminent historians covering topics ranging 
from how religion affected Mary Tudor’s support, 
how Elizabeth I’s government defined the role of 
Parliament, and whether the Duke of Somerset 
really was the ‘Good Duke’. The final talk was the 
one we’d all been waiting for: Ceri Law speaking 
about how Mary Queen of Scots was a threat to 
Elizabeth I’s reign. Overall, the trip was an exciting 
experience, expanding our knowledge and helping 
our A Level studies. 

Luke Basi, Upper Sixth Form

 It wasn’t long before we 
triumphed in a debate led 

by Jason McCarthy over the 
comparative merits of Thomases 

Wolsey and Cromwell. We 
delivered the coup de grace 

in a debate entitled, ‘Who was 
Britain’s greatest  
Prime Minister?’
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BIOLOGY
Second Form pupils will be exploring questions 
like ‘How do you develop a drug?’ and ‘Why does 
it cost so much, and take so long to make?’ in an 
eight-week programme delivered by a team from 
pharmaceutical giants, Pfizer. The programme takes 
pupils through the process of drug development, 
from the discovery of a potential molecule, through 
the challenges of clinical trials to the supply 
chain giving them a deeper understanding of the 
pharmaceutical industry and allowing them to apply 
problem-solving skills to questions that span the 
natural and social sciences. 

The programme also offered volunteering 
opportunities for Lower Sixth Formers. Alex Walden 
and Isabella Richardson demonstrated excellent 
leadership skills in the first session as they helped 
younger students understand the more complex 
concepts. 

Tom Tam, Biology Department

The Biology Society held a series of brilliantly 
articulated and thoroughly researched 
presentations by Lower Sixth Biologists 
throughout the term. Topics ranged from ‘The 
pathology of cystic fibrosis and the mechanism 
of the new Orkambi drug’ to ‘The Thalidomide 
crisis of the early 1960s and the research that 
elucidated the mechanisms of this drug’. Each 
talk was followed by searching questions and 
discussion from the students.

Alex Thompson, Biology Department

A trip to the Body Worlds Exhibition in London 
to gain an insight into the anatomy of the 
human body proved to be a very worthwhile 
and educational one. The exhibition consists 
of real human bodies donated to science  
and preserved in a process known as 
plastination. We had the chance to examine 
damaged brains as well as the intricate details 
of the human body, with individual muscle 
fibres and tendons connecting the bodies from 
head to toe. One of the unique exhibits was 
that of a five-month-pregnant woman with the 
young foetus still intact. A fascinating insight 
into the intricacies of the human body. 

Austin Gambel, Lower Sixth Form

FutureUni Evening for Classics & Philosophy

Pf izer
S T E M
Science, Technology and Maths News ...

FutureCareers Evening
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MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES
A busy term in the MFL department started with 
a visit to RGS Guildford for a Spanish Debating 
Competition. The chosen titles were challenging, but 
all motions were from students’ A Level topics. The 
Reed’s team performed very well and demonstrated 
excellent debating skills. A French Speed Debate 
against St Catherine’s School in Bramley followed 
the week after. Although our speakers were slightly 
anxious at the start, they enjoyed being stretched 
linguistically.    

Café Lingua presented two inspirational talks 
by Dr Bonaddio from King’s College, London and 
Dr Powrie from Surrey University. Dr Bonaddio’s 
talk on Lorca’s poetry and key themes in La Casa 
de Bernarda Alba covered our set text for Spanish. 
French students were given a talk to broaden their 
knowledge about French cinema and they looked 
specifically at their set film Les Choristes. These 
were fantastic lectures and hopefully helped our 
students to revise their film and set text for their 
summer examinations.                     

An impressive 146 pupils from the First Form 
to the Upper Sixth took part in the MFL Festival 
which is a celebration of languages through dance, 
drama, poetry and music. It is a cultural, literary and 
linguistic journey around the world and the theme 
this year was Around the World in 80 Minutes. This 
is a great opportunity for pupils to gain confidence 
speaking a foreign language whilst on stage. Nine 
world languages were represented: Arabic, Dutch, 
French, German, Italian, Japanese, Mandarin, 
Spanish and Swedish. The show started with 
a singing competition between the First Form 
Spanish and French linguists and finished with 
Sixth Formers performing the opening scene 
of La Leçon by Ionesco. It was an uplifting 
evening, hopefully inspiring many pupils to take 
part next year. 

Fleur Cramoisan,  
Head of Modern Foreign Languages

Our team confronted the 
problem of plastic pollution in 

the ocean. Our solution was 
to genetically engineer an 

enzyme found in a bacterium, 
ideonella sakaiensis, which 

breaks down PET plastic, the 
material that plastic bottles 

are composed of.

Festival of Languages
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Four professionals with degrees in either Classics 
or Philosophy addressed pupils about the value of 
such a degree in their respective fields of work at the 
FutureUni Seminar on Classics and Philosophy. 

Old Reedonian, Jagmaan Bakshi (Capel 2014) 
spoke about how his degree in Philosophy led 
him to pursue law, and focused on the lateral-
thinking skills he developed which gave him a 
head start in his profession. Ali Rowley (Bristowe 
2008) entertained with stories of his work in the 
film industry and explained how the breadth of his 
Classics degree routinely impressed employers, 
and prepared him well for his current job in content 
strategy where he works for the government in 
anti-terrorism. 

Melissa Bradley spoke about her educational 
journey in relation to her Philosophy degree at Duke 
University, North Carolina. She explained how she 
has found the skills gained invaluable in her career 
thus far and in her pursuit of an MBA at London 
Business School. Finally, James Whittington told 

the audience about his career in a variety of financial 
institutions from KPMG to Merrill Lynch to investment 
managers, CBPE. James described how his degree 
in Classics perfectly armed him for the financial 
world, particularly with regard to the logical thinking 
he developed and the range of skills he gained in 
such a multi-faceted degree. 

Pupils came away inspired and motivated to 
consider how an A Level or degree in one of these 
subjects could prepare them for a huge variety of 
careers. 
Kate Morland, Head of Classics, and Ed Swift, Head 

of Philosophy & Religion

From construction to law, hospitality to finance, 
media to architecture, we had it all covered at 
the FutureCareers Evening where parents, Old 
Reedonians and friends gave up their time to take 
part and share their advice, knowledge and expertise 
with our pupils. In return, it was wonderful to see our 
pupils showing such curiosity in the questions they 

Maths Inspiration Seminar

PHYSICS
ENGINEERING COMPETITION at  
Imperial College
Reed’s participated in the Imperial College’s 
Faculty of Natural Sciences (FoNS) Engineering 
Competition. Split into two teams, we were given 
the challenge of solving a current environmental 
problem in the form of a five-minute informational 
video describing the problem and explaining a 
method to solve it. 

Our team confronted the problem of plastic 
pollution in the ocean. Our solution was to genetically 
engineer an enzyme found in a bacterium, ideonella 
sakaiensis, which breaks down PET plastic, the 
material that plastic bottles are composed of. The 
second team decided to find a way to provide 
poorer communities in hot countries with clean 
water by designing a system that incorporates a 
light-sensitive circuit which releases tank-stored 
water when sunlight is detected as strong enough. 
The water would flow over a series of convex 
mirrors and be boiled by the focussed solar heat, 
rendering it safe to drink. 

It was a great test of teamwork and application 
of prior science knowledge to solve science-related 
dilemmas.

Nathan Cutting, Lower Sixth Form

The Physics Department welcomed Old 
Reedonian, Richard Johnson, to talk at this year’s 
Annual Science Lecture. He has spent 20 years 
working at the Atomic Weapons Establishment 
and is privy to such sensitive information that 

all members of the audience had to hand in 
their phones to ensure the presentation wasn’t 
recorded, risking National Security. Richard took 
a rapt audience of Fifth and Sixth Form scientists 
through a whirlwind tour of the theory behind 
harnessing energy, atomic fission and fusion; the 
techniques used by British Scientists to develop 
nuclear warheads and, his area of specialty, the 
procedures put in place to keep those devices as 
safe as possible. By throwing around a kilogram 
of chocolate, pulsing a slinky into a tub of water, 
flicking double-headed coins, and getting pupils 
to navigate a maze to release nuclear keycodes, 
Richard effortlessly proved that there is no 
need to ‘fission’ about to make nuclear science 
fascinating. 

Will Pope, Head of Physics

MATHS                                                        
A great outing for the Lower Sixth Further Maths 
class was had to a Maths Inspiration Seminar 
at the Hexagon in Reading for three thought-
provoking lectures on the application of maths 
in the real world. The topics built heavily on 
the students’ understanding of modelling and 
statistics and gave valuable insights into some of 
the careers in applied maths. 

The event finished with a showcase of the 
Enigma Machine and some of the history of code 
breaking by renowned maths blogger James 
Grime, such as when Mary Queen of Scots was 
plotting against Elizabeth I her messages were 

decrypted because the code used was too easy 
to break thus the plot failed. We were stunned 
to learn that the great code-breaking feat of the 
20th Century - the breaking of the Enigma Code 
by Alan Turing and his team at Bletchley Park 
in World War 2 - was said to have reduced the 
length of the war by more than two years.

In conclusion, we learned that maths is more 
powerful than what you see in your exercise 
books; it’s applicable in the real world!       

William Barnard and Paul Brown, Lower Sixth

Pictured: The Lower Sixth and Mrs Harris with the 
entertaining host Matt Parker who some of you may 
recognise from numberphile on Youtube

posed to our experts, helping them to discover what 
career options might lie ahead.

This evening is part of the comprehensive 
careers programme the School offers to prepare 
our pupils for the future, including events such as 
the termly FutureCareers Seminars and annual 
FutureUni Fair, and we are always delighted by the 
support we receive.

Sharmaine Matthews, Assistant Alumni Director

...  it was wonderful to see 
our pupils showing such 

curiosity in the questions 
they posed to our experts, 

helping them to discover 
what career options might 

lay ahead.
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BOYS IN THE CLOSE (Years 7 and 8) have 
had a good rugby season, playing the 
majority of fixtures and developing both 
year groups. We trained in mixed groups 
and also incorporated a tag team giving 
every player the opportunity to experience 
school rugby and we have seen great 
progress through everyone being able to 
be involved. 

The season started with mixed teams 
for both year groups competing against 
Parkside School and Christ’s Hospital. It 
was exciting to have so many U12s involved 
in some of their first-ever competitive 
matches and a number of these players 
have now found a love for a new sport. 
Both year groups went on to be competitive 
in the majority of their fixtures.

R U G B Y
A competitive season for 
The Close

H O C K E Y
National success for the 1st team and a fantastic win-draw 
ratio across all year groups 

HOCKEY AT REED’S HAS ENJOYED 
ANOTHER EXTREMELY SUCCESSFUL 
SEASON, culminating in some great 
national successes with the highlight being 
the 1st team reaching the National semi-
finals (which take place early next term) 
after a resounding victory in the quarter-
finals against Warwick. In addition, they 
won the St. George’s 6s Tournament for the 
first time since 1985. The U15 side reached 
the quarter-finals of the Independent School 
Cup and the U16s had some good wins 
in the Tier 1 knockout before losing on 
penalties.

There were 141 fixtures played over 
the season, achieving a fantastic win-draw 
percentage of 77%. Most pleasing is that 
success has not been limited to a small 
group of players representing A teams, nor 
to one particularly talented year group. 

The senior teams opened the season 
with a clean sweep of wins against 
Charterhouse, setting the standard for the 
rest of the season. Between the 1st and 4th 
teams only one Saturday loss was recorded 
in the first half of the term. An astounding 
achievement which demonstrates the level 
of talent and ability of our players.

The next year-group achievement was 
notched up by the U14s. Against KGS, 
Reigate Grammar and RGS Guildford not a 
single loss was recorded over two consecutive 
weeks of hockey. These results show how 
well the Third Form has developed this term; 
their efforts were definitely rewarded.

1st XI Hockey Captain, Isaac Farrant, in action

It was the Fifth Form’s turn to shine in week 
8 when the U16As and Bs had convincing 
4-2 and 6-1 victories respectively against 
Trinity. The U16Cs secured a 1-0 win against 
Cranleigh, allowing Reed’s to go unbeaten 
over a year group in yet another weekend.

To top off this astounding whole-school 
effort the Fourth Form won all of its matches 
in week 9. The As and Bs beat Churcher’s 
College, National Champions at this age 
group, 2-1 and 4-1 respectively. The Cs 
recorded a 7-0 win over Caterham and the 

Ds beat Hurstpierpoint 4-0.
Individually, Conor Williamson has 

represented England U18s whilst Oscar 
Jensen has been called up to the Great 
Britain U23 Emerging Player Development 
and Max Anderson has been appointed 
Captain for England Blue as part of the 

School Games programme.

Jason Ellis-Woodley, Head of Senior 
Hockey

Goal celebrations

Close Rugby

Alongside our contact programme, a 
number of players took part in our tag and 
touch rugby option. Touch and tag rugby 
are some of the fastest growing sports 
in the UK, with university and national 
competitions growing rapidly in popularity. 
Our boys played a number of internal fixtures 
and made significant progress; we will be 
looking to enter some competitive fixtures in 
the future. 

The second half of the season was 
dominated by rugby 7s competitions and 
both age groups competed well at regional 
and national competitions. 7s uses different 
strategies from the regular version of the 
game and all players adapted well under the 

guidance of their coaches. 

Ant Braithwaite, Assistant Head of Rugby
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It has been a pleasure to be 
part of your netball journey 

and to see the improvement, 
particularly this year, which 

makes it all the more 
memorable.

N E T B A L L
A memorable season

THE SKI RACERS HAD A BUSY AND VERY 
SUCCESSFUL TERM led by a cohort of 
incredibly talented racers and backed up by 
some great prospects from lower down the 
School. 

Reed’s dominated events at the British 
Schoolboys races in Wengen where the 
boys were winners of the U16 and U18 
team Parallel Slalom events.  The U16B 
and U18B teams both won their respective 
plate competitions. In the main team races, 
the U16 team of Ben Hart, Rory Lee, Jack 
Greenwood and Matthew Gillett won the 
U16 National title whilst the U18 team of 
Dexter Lee, George Dendle, Adam Fluck 
and James Gillett picked up a string of 

S K I  R A C I N G
Team wins and many individual medals in a very 
successful season

individual medals on their way to the title 
of British Schoolboys Open Champions. 
Rebecca Vernon and Miranda Vesely led the 
girls’ team into sixth place at the Schoolgirls 
races in Flaine.

The boys followed up their successes 
by taking eight medals at the Interschools’ 
Ski Challenge races in Italy against some 
seasoned international racers as well as the 
top British schools. George Dendle and Ben 
Hart were U18 and U16 Individual Combined 
Champions and the team was the ISSC 
Team champion. Rebecca and Miranda both 
missed out narrowly on individual medals. 

Mark Vernon, Head of Skiing

A MEMORABLE AND SUCCESSFUL 
SEASON of netball for our girls was aided 
by an intake of some very competent 
players in the Lower Sixth Form. The 
highlight has to be picking up wins against 
KCS Wimbledon at 1st, 2nd and 3rd VII 
team levels, a first for Reed’s! The 3rd team 
was unbeaten and has gone from strength 
to strength. From an individual perspective 
view it was Emily Sprackling in the 5th VII 
who, despite not having played netball 
until she came to Reed’s, picked up all the 
‘Player of the Match’ awards for her games. 
An impressive feat! Another highlight was 
the House netball tournament which saw 
nearly 50 girls participating the first-ever A 
and B team competitions.

I’d like to mention the Captain, Maria 
Rawling, for her consistency and endless 
hard work encouraging the girls to train and 
play with enthusiasm and effort. This is an 
extract from her end-of-term presentation 
to the girls: 

“I will be sad to say goodbye to Reed’s 
at the end of this year and, in particular, 
the Netball, which has been a massive 
part of my experience here. I know the 
Lower Sixth girls will easily step up to the 
challenge next year. It has been a pleasure 
to be part of your netball journey and to 

see the improvement, particularly this year, 
which makes it all the more memorable. If 
nothing else sticks, the quotes which we 
heard and repeated so many times this 
season ‘just keep the ball’…’it’s an easy 
game if we just keep the ball’…’don’t make 
mistakes’ will stay with me. I am sure you 
will keep these wise words in your memory 
bank for that crucial game in the future too! 
Huge thanks to the 55 girls who made up 
the five teams this season. I hope above 
all you have had fun and enjoyed the 

U18 Parallel Slalom Champions

1st VII and 2nd VII Netball players

comradery of being part of team Reed’s.” 
Maria Rawling (Captain)

Lucy Balls, Head of Girls’ Sport

Rebecca Vernon in action
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EVENTS  
The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Ceremony 

Sunday 28th April
FOUNDATIONER & BENEFACTORS’ 
SERVICE  
7pm in the Chapel

Saturday 11th May
OPEN MORNING
Please see website for full details and timings

Saturday 11th May
MAY BALL
7pm at Mercedes-Benz World, Weybridge

Tuesday 14th May
DRAMA FESTIVAL PERFORMANCE
of ‘The Wardrobe’ at 7pm, Leatherhead Theatre

Thursday 16th May
FOUTH FORM DRAMA PRODUCTION
of ‘The Radicalisation of Bradley Manning’  

at 7pm, Assembly Hall

Thursday 23rd May
LOWER SCHOOL MUSIC RECITAL 
7pm in the Assembly Hall

Friday 24th May
UPPER SIXTH LEAVERS’ BALL
7pm at Sandown

Thursday 13th June
ART AND DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY 
EXHIBITION
Private view 4-7pm

Monday 17th June
‘DRAMA IN A DAY’ & ART EXHIBITION 
for The Close at 7pm in the Assembly Hall

Saturday 22nd June
FORS MIDSUMMER FESTIVAL
in the Marquee

Wednesday 26th June
HIGHER EDUCATION & FUTUREUNI DAY
in the Assembly Hall

Friday 28th June
SPORTS DAY 10.30am on 12 Acre

Sunday 30th June
OLD REEDONIANS’ REUNION DAY
12 noon in the Marquee 

Saturday 6th July
SPEECH DAY 11am on 12 Acre

Please note these events and timings may be subject to 

alteration; remember to check www.reeds.surrey.sch.uk for 

the most up-to-date information.

THE THIRD AWARDS PRESENTATION 
held at Reed’s as a Direct Licensed 
Centre was a marvellous evening, 
enjoyed by parents, pupils and staff. 
Each group of Bronze Award pupils 
was greeted at the lectern by the 
adult leaders and boys who were 
keen to share their experiences. It 
was pleasing to note that a number 
of Bronze Awardees are now working 
on their Silver Awards. There was a 
record number of Silver Awardees; 
Mr Hart and four pupils (Alex Walden, 
Paul Brown, Angus Barrett and Jack 
Driscoll) spoke very ably about their 
experiences.

We welcomed Old Reedonian, 
Andrew Hendley (Blathwayt 2000) 
as our guest speaker. Andrew went 
to Durham University after leaving 
Reed’s and studied for a BSc in 
Environment & Development. He then 
pursued a career in finance, latterly 
in an asset-management company. 
However, after a decade of working 
long hours, he decided to take on 
a new adventure. Andrew took the 
plunge and signed up to take part 

F O R T H C O M I N G  E V E N T S
Summer Term 2019

in the infamous Clipper Round the 
World Yacht Race which was to last 
nearly a year.  Andrew shared with us 
his story of challenges, adventures 
and personal endeavours which have 
all made for unforgettable memories 
and a feeling of self-achievement. 
His enthralling speech was pitched 
marvellously at the pupils who had 
completed either Bronze or Silver. 

Val Wakefield, DofE co-ordinator

Duke of Edinburgh’s Awards Ceremony

Guest Speaker, Andrew Hendley 


