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INTRODUCTION

Reed’s School is a leading independent day and boarding 
school for boys aged 11 to 18 with a co-educational Sixth 
Form. It is located on a 40-acre site near Cobham in 
Surrey, 20 miles southwest of London.

Reed’s School was established in 1813 by the Reverend Dr 
Andrew Reed, a prominent philanthropist, congregational 
minister and social reformer, as a school for children who 
had lost one or both parents. Originally called the London 
Orphan Asylum and later the London Orphan School, 
Reed’s was a pioneering haven for the children it cared 
for, with the aim of providing them with the support, 
maintenance and education needed to break the cycle of 
poverty and, wherever possible, to keep families intact. 

Through his conviction and passion for social progress, 
Andrew Reed was able to enlist the support of the City 
of London, prominent members of society, and the Royal 
Family; that support continues to this day. Since its 
founding the School has always benefited from a Royal 
Patron and Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II is currently the 
School’s Royal Patron, having visited as recently as 2014, 
for the School’s Bicentenary.

The School is an accredited HMC School. HMC (the 
Headmasters’ & Headmistresses’ Conference) is a 
professional association of heads of the world’s leading 
independent schools. Reed’s School is inspected by the 
Independent Schools Inspectorate (ISI) and was rated 
“Excellent” in all categories in the latest inspection (2015).

Sandy Lane, Cobham
Surrey KT11 2ES
United Kingdom
Telephone: 01932 869001
www.reeds.surrey.sch.uk 

UCAS: 12834
CEEB Code: 724195

Headmaster: Mark Hoskins
Director of Higher Education & Careers: 

Sarah Butler (sbutler@reeds.surrey.sch.uk)

School Overview & History



The student body is primarily comprised of UK-based 
British nationals with approximately 3% international 
students. However, due to the proximity of the School to 
London many of the students will have either lived abroad 
or will have one or both parents holding a foreign passport, 
particularly Europe, North America, and Asia.

Of the 738 pupils at the school, currently 9% board (68 
pupils) split across three boarding houses. In keeping with 
the ethos of the School, 9% of pupils (currently 68) are 

Foundation pupils who have lost the support of one or 
both parents and have the capability but not the financial 
means to attend the School. These children are wholly or 
partially funded through Foundation bursaries.

Entry to Reed’s School is at age 11 and 13 (boys only) and 
16 (boys and girls). Pupils entering Reed’s come from a 
mix of primary (state) and independent (private) schools. 

Student Body

ENROLLMENT 2018-2019

The Close                                         
 First Form (Year 7, Age 11+)  66
 Second Form (Year 8, Age 12+  75

Middle School
 Third Form (Year 9, Age 13+)  117
 Fourth Form (Year 10, Age 14+)   92
 Fifth Form (Year 11, Age 15+)  108

Sixth Form
 Lower Sixth Form (Year 12, Age 16+) 143
 Upper Sixth Form (Year 13, Age 17+) 137

 Boys  653
 Girls      85

 Boarding    68
 Day  670

 



ACADEMIC CURRICULUM

The Academic Curriculum provides as broad an education 
as possible before pupils choose their optional GCSE and 

A Level subjects. The curriculum in each year is designed 
naturally to lead into the next stage of a pupil’s education. 

First and Second Forms (Years 7 and 8)

In the First and Second Forms pupils study a broad 
curriculum which aims to introduce them to a wide range 
of subjects, all taught by specialist teachers. 

Pupils study all of the following subjects:

English Language, English Literature, Mathematics, 
French or Spanish (First Form language choice), Biology, 
Chemistry, Physics, Geography, History, Latin or German 
(additional language choice in Second Form), Philosophy 
and Religion, Art, Drama, Music, Computing, Design and 
Technology, Physical Education, CPSHE (Citizenship, 
Personal, Social and Health Education).

A choice is made between French and Spanish in the First 
Form and then an additional choice is made between Latin 
and German in the Second Form.

Third Form (Year 9)

The curriculum is as wide as possible before pupils 
choose their optional GCSE/IGCSE subjects for study in 
the Fourth and Fifth Forms (Years 10 and 11).

In the Third Form, pupils study a common curriculum of the 
following subjects: English Language, English Literature, 
Mathematics, French, Biology, Chemistry, Physics, 
Geography, History, Drama, Physical Education, CPSHE 
(Citizenship, Personal, Social and Health Education) and 
our innovative FutureTech course, a cross-curricular 
programme covering Robotics, Computer-aided Design, 
Problem-solving Mathematics and Nanotechnology.

There is further significant choice available from a 
combination of option subjects: Computing, Design 
and Technology, German, Spanish, Latin, Music, Art, 
Philosophy and Religion.



Fourth and Fifth Forms (Years 10 and 11)

In the Fourth and Fifth Forms pupils study for GCSE or 
IGCSE examinations.

Pupils take English Language, English Literature, 
Mathematics, a Modern Foreign Language and two 
Sciences as their common curriculum. They then take 
three further option subjects from a choice available. 

Further option subjects currently available are: Biology, 
Chemistry, Physics, Geography, History, Electronics, 
Computing, French, Spanish, German, Latin, Music, Art, 
Drama, Design and Technology, Philosophy and Religion, 
and Physical Education.

The top two Mathematics sets also study Further 
Mathematics and sit both GCSE Mathematics and IGCSE 
Further Mathematics. As a result, pupils take either nine or 
ten GCSEs/IGCSEs in the Fifth Form.

CPSHE (Citizenship, Personal, Social and Health 
Education) and Games lessons are also included in the 
curriculum.

The Sixth Form (Years 12 and 13)

All pupils take three subjects at A Level.  The subjects 
are chosen from those listed below and we endeavour 
to accommodate all combinations, subject to timetable 
constraints:

English Literature, Mathematics, Further Mathematics, 
French, German, Latin, Spanish, Biology, Chemistry, 
Physics, Geography, History, Economics, Business 
Studies, Computing, Design and Technology, Music, 
Drama, Fine Art, Graphic Design, Photography, Philosophy 
and Religion and Psychology.

In the Sixth Form, pupils can also undertake the Extended 
Project Qualification (EPQ), giving an opportunity for 
individual research on a largely self-directed and self-
motivated project. 

All pupils participate fully in a wide range of Games and 
Activities, and in the extensive weekly General Studies 
programme, which covers an array of current affairs, social, 
political, moral and ideological issues as preparation for 
life beyond the Sixth Form.



ACADEMIC RESULTS

The Advanced Levels (A Levels) results taken by students at Reed’s in their final year.  In most recent results (2019) 
100% of pupils passed with 50% of results at A*/A grades. 

Grades achieved were as follows: A*/A grades   50%  A*- C grades   94%  
     A*- B grades   77%  A* - E grades  100%

A LEVEL RESULTS 2019



CO-CURRICULAR

Many choral and instrumental groups rehearse throughout 
the year. These groups include among others: Orchestra, 
Jazz Orchestra, Jazz Ensemble, String Quartets, Guitar 
Ensemble, Brass Choir and numerous Jazz and Rock 
Bands. 

There are regular large-scale concerts staged at prestigious 
venues, such as Cadogan Hall, St John’s Smith’s Square 
and the Royal Festival Hall along with Jazz and ‘Musicals’ 
evenings staged at venues like The Hideaway Club, 
London. An annual Choir Tour to Europe takes place; 
recent destinations include Vienna, Rome, Bruges, and 
Amsterdam

Choir performances are held regularly at St Paul’s 
Cathedral, London and Guildford Cathedral. There are  also 
a number of performances and competitions held within 
school.  The Orchestra is of a high standard and termly 
concerts include symphonic movements, film scores and/
or concerto movements. 

All pupils are encouraged to be involved with Music at 
Reed’s and the department prides itself on building the 
confidence and skills of those new to Music, as well as 
encouraging and developing the most able. 

As soloists, our most able pupils frequently achieve 
success in national competitions, as well as gaining places 
in national orchestras/choirs.

Music

Drama is central to the cultural life at Reed’s, with pupils in 
all year groups given the chance to perform, be involved 
as a stage technician or as a member of the audience. 

Reed’s has a reputation for putting on outstanding 
productions in a variety of styles. There are an impressive 
number staged each year, ensuring that all pupils have the 
opportunity to be involved in the Drama department.

The Main School Production involves pupils from all year 
groups, First to Sixth Forms (Years 7 to 13), and takes 
place in the Autumn Term; a Middle School Production for 
Fourth and Fifth Forms (Years 10 and 11) takes place in 

the Spring Term; and a Junior Production for First to Third 
Forms (Years 7 to 9) takes place in the Summer Term, as 
well as The Close ‘Drama in a Day’, where our younger 
and older pupils work together to produce a short play.  

The department also runs Playwriting, Film Making and 
Stage Tech Groups. Pupils are also given the opportunity 
to be involved in every aspect of a production: sound, 
lighting, stage management and front of house. 

Drama 



CO-CURRICULAR contd.

Sport at Reed’s is exceptional, with all pupils, including 
our Sixth Form girls, participating in a wide range at the 
most appropriate level for each individual.

The top athletes in our High Performance Programme 
achieve county and international honours whilst at school, 
beyond at prestigious universities (both home and abroad) 
and as professionals.

Major Sports

In the First to Third Forms (Years 7 to 9), all boys participate 
in our Major Games of rugby, hockey and cricket. From the 
Fourth Form (Year 10) there are further options, although 
the vast majority of our pupils opt to continue with these 
sports, representing the School every weekend. 

Additional Sports

Other sports available include swimming, sailing, 
basketball, squash and athletics (Winter and Summer)  
football, badminton, volleyball, go-karting, kung fu and 
shooting. 

Academy Sports

Outstanding athletes in tennis, golf and ski racing are 
offered a unique programme of training, balanced carefully 
with their academic commitments. A tailor-made academic 
programme, where applicable, fully supports pupils in our 
Academies whilst they are training or away from school 
at competitions, thus allowing them to obtain a first-class 
education alongside achieving their sporting ambitions. 

Sport

The Activities Curriculum is integral to the broad educational 
experience at Reed’s. It is expected that pupils in the First 
to Fourth Forms (Years 7 to 10) undertake at least three 
activities per week and those in the Fifth and Sixth Forms 
(Years 11 to 13) undertake a minimum of two.
 
Service is a key aspect of the programme: The Duke of 
Edinburgh Award’s Scheme and the Combined Cadet 
Force are key to this aspect.

Sixth Formers travel to visit the townships of Port Elizabeth 
in South Africa each year as part of an established link 
with The Calabash Trust, where they visit Primary Schools 
in the townships to build playgrounds, kit out libraries and 
teach young children. 

In addition, there are well over seventy-five clubs and 
societies on offer each term, from Toastmasters, debating, 
playwriting, robotics and electronics to film-making, 
LAMDA, archery and sailing. 

Activities, Clubs and Societies 


