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STEM

William Henderson (Lower Sixth) granted an 

Arkwright Engineering Scholarship. Scholars are 

selected for their potential as future engineering 

leaders by assessing their academic, practical 

and leadership skills in STEM.

MUSIC

Ruben Emson (Second Form) won a place as 

a trumpet player in the National Children’s 

Orchestra and was also awarded the 2016 

Robert Lewin Scholarship at the Awards for 

Young Musicians.

MUSIC

James Cobb (Upper Sixth) won second 

prize in the AESS Catherine Lambert Recital 

Competition at the Royal College of Music 

performing a song recital which garnered high 

praise from the distinguished panel of judges.

LAMDA RESULTS
Zaryaab Shah - Grade 3 with Merit; Ethan Cox - 
Grade 4 with Merit; Kaizer Akhtar, Sam Rowe and 
Oli Hoskins - Grade 4 with distinction; Gus Baker 
and Jamie Lunt - Bronze Medal with Merit; Joe 

Davey - Bronze Medal with Distinction; Charlotte 

Colne - Gold Medal with Distinction.

DRAMA

Keir Edkins-O’Brien (Second Form) is appearing 

in the current European tour of “Big the Musical”.

GIRLS’  HOCKEY

Catherine Ledesma (Upper Sixth) gained a 

Silver medal representing England at the 

School Games (a pathway to the Olympics) 

and scored a stunning solo goal in the opening 

game as her side beat Wales 3-1.

CYCLING

Ben Bisson (First Form) won the U12 National 

Cycling Time Trial Championships at Thruxton.

GOLF

Alex Gadd (Fifth Form) represented Surrey 

Schools in a golf match against Kent, where 

Surrey won overall.

RUGBY

Gus Baker (Fifth Form) was the youngest of 

22 chosen volunteers from around the country 

invited to a special ‘Volunteer Recognition and 

Reward’ lunch at Twickenham.

SQUASH

Sam Exelby (Upper Sixth) made the finals of the 

London and South England Regional Squash 

Championships U19 (after a year out from 

competing due to illness) knocking the number 

one seed out in the process.

BIATHLON

Mack Downey (Third Form) came 5th in the 

U14 boys competition of the British Biathlon 

Championships in Solihull

DRAMA

Marcus Gerrard (Fourth Form) was nominated for 

Best Youth Actor at the Woking Drama Festival.

I N D I V I D U A L  A C H I E V E M E N T S
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CHARITY | 

OUR HOUSE SYSTEM ALLOWS FOR 
HEALTHY COMPETITION on the sporting, 
arts and academic front but also instils in 
pupils a charitable outlook by finding ways 
to raise money for those not so fortunate, 
helping to strengthen one of the core values of 
the School: responsibility to others including 
the community around them.

The term started with members of 
Blathwayt handing over a cheque for £3077 
to a representative from the Rainbow Trust, 
a local children’s charity that provides 
emotional and practical support to families 
who have a child with a life-threatening 
or terminal illness. These funds had been 
raised over the course of the previous 

HOUSE CHAR ITY 
FUNDRA IS ING
helping pupils learn 
responsibility

A N  E P I C  F E AT 
O F  C H A R I T Y 
F U N D R A I S I N G 
Ben Edwards’ 
#366challenge

PROVIDING MOTIVATION TO US ALL, 
Director of Sport, Ben Edwards, took on the 
epic challenge on the 1st of January 2016 to 
run a minimum of two miles every day in the 
calendar year to raise money for The Royal 
Marsden Hospital. In memory of a close friend 
who sadly lost his battle with cancer, Ben has 
valiantly stuck to this commitment and has run 
through pouring rain in the dark, 41-degree 
heat in Dubai and, when he’s felt his worst, 
with a high temperature and streaming cold. 

Bristowe Blathwayt Charity Revue

Capel Mullens Charity Review

Capel Mullens Charity Review

Ben Edwards and Karl Dickson from Harlequins

academic year by pupils in this House. 
Housemaster, Gareth Hart, continued 
the fundraising himself by running the 
Royal Parks Half Marathon for the charity 
in October. Mullens held a cake sale to 
support its charity, Moment-um, and Capel 
ran its annual Hascombe Ward Christmas 
Presents appeal.

The annual House Charity Revues, 
organised by House prefects to raise funds 
for the Houses’ individually chosen charities, 
produce a delightful evening of entertainment 
to support these. Showcasing a veritable 
buffet of talent, which was both diverse and 
of fantastic quality, across the two evenings; 
highlights were Blathwayt/Bristowe’s 
impeccably rehearsed ‘High School Musical’ 
dance; the rocking Third Form song, ‘We 
Will Rock You’; and Capel/Mullens’ hilarious 
synchronised swimming act. 

A huge number of friends, colleagues and 
Old Reedonians have shown their support by 
joining him, including some famous faces like 
Harlequins scrum half, Karl Dickson; football 
legend, Jimmy Floyd Hasselbank; Chelsea 
player, Gary Cahill; and even our very own 
Chair of Governors, Mike Wheeler! 

As he neared the end of his challenge the 
whole school was invited to join in on the last 
day of term. Dressed in a variety of Christmas 
regalia, scores of pupils and staff helped 
him complete the 351st day of this amazing 
challenge. At the time of going to print, Ben 
has already reached his outstanding target of 
£22,000 and donations are still coming in. An 
absolute inspiration for everyone, Reed’s is 
very proud of you!
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D R A M A
Trips to challenge and an amazing finale production

IT WAS A BUSY TERM IN THE DRAMA 
DEPARTMENT with workshops, theatre 
visits, the Woking Drama Festival, and 
culminating in an amazing Junior Production 
of ‘Treasure Island’! 

To help with their controlled assessment 
performances, the Fifth Form welcomed 
the Stanislavski Experience who ran 
workshop on all things Brecht. This two-
hour workshop was a robust, informative 
and stimulating opportunity to experiment 
with the techniques required for pupils’ 
forthcoming exam pieces. 

Drama Scholars in the Fourth to the 
Sixth Form attended ‘Father Comes Home 
From The Wars (Parts 1, 2 and 3)’ at the 
Royal Court Theatre. This extraordinary 
play is set in 1862 and tells the story of 
Hero, a slave, who is promised his freedom 
if he joins his master in the ranks of the 
Confederacy against the Union. All of the 
students were highly impressed by the 
skill of the actors in presenting this moving 

and, at times, incredibly funny story. It will 
certainly stimulate their own creativity and 
is the sort of challenging text that Drama 
scholars are expected to grapple with. 

The Fourth Form Drama class made a 
promising start to their GCSE course by 
creating and performing a devised piece 
for the Woking Drama Festival. The piece, 
entitled ‘Great Expectations’, focused on 
questions regarding what it means to be 
a man in today’s society. The boys quickly 
came to terms with a number of theatrical 
skills and performed the piece at the Rhoda 
McGaw theatre in Woking, receiving a flurry 
of compliments from the judge who was 
impressed with their confidence and stage 
presence. 

The Upper Sixth Drama class embarked 
on a trip of epic proportions to broaden their 
knowledge. A screening from The National 
Theatre archive of ‘London Road’ by Alecky 
Blythe and Adam Cork allowed the pupils 
to view a critically acclaimed piece of 
verbatim theatre, the chosen dramatic style 
for their upcoming A Level pieces. This was 
followed by a verbatim workshop and an 
informative backstage tour of The National 
Theatre where they could watch sets being 
handcrafted by the carpenters and handle 
props for previous shows. The action did 
not stop there... post dinner pupils saw an 

hilarious, empowering and deeply moving 
performance of ‘A Pacifist’s Guide to the 
War on Cancer’ by Bryony Kimmings. 

The finale of the term, The Close 
production of ‘Treasure Island’, transported 
the audience to various locations including 
a pirate tavern, a ship and the sunny 
beaches of Treasure Island. Under the 
expert direction of Ben Tosh, the boys were 
clearly able to understand the nuances of 
their characters. Daniel O’Malia and Kaizer 
Akthar stole the show as the dynamic duo 
of Long John Silver and Jim Hawkins. 

Tim Silk, Director of Drama

Treasure Island

Drama Pupils at the National Theatre Treasure Island

Treasure Island
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Close House Music Competition

M U S I C 
a celebration of sound

TERM STARTED ON A HIGH when the 
Music department took shipment of 
an Essex Upright Piano, which we are 
very proud to say is now our second 
instrument made by famous manufacturer, 
Steinway & Sons!   The new piano will 
become the centrepiece for rehearsals and 
performances of small-scale and intimate 
chamber music, as well as providing an 
invaluable practice instrument for our 
advanced pianists.

The inaugural Close House Music 
Competition involved every First and 
Second Form pupil performing in a 
splendid evening of entertainment, with 
ensembles, soloists and full House choirs 
all competing to be the first to win the 
beautiful new Close Music trophy for their 
House! We were extremely fortunate to be 
able to welcome former Assistant Director 
of Music, Jonathan Ling, as judge. For the 
first round of the contest, the boys were 
divided into small House bands which 
delivered some punchy tunes. The second 
round witnessed remarkable talent in the 
performance of solo repertoire. Max Clarke 
was awarded a joint third place for his 
moving vocal rendition of ‘True Colours’ 
along with Will Dobbe for his rendition of 
‘Heaven’. Joint second place was awarded 
to two of our finest brass players — Sam 
Glassborow on the horn and Matthew 
Hawke on trumpet. The solo winner was 

TRIPS TO LONDON PROVIDED INSPIRATION 
for a number of year groups this term. Pupils 
in the Lower Sixth studying Graphics and 
Photography A Levels visited Borough Market 
and the Southbank Centre to collect research 
material and take photos for their projects. Fifth 
Form artists took the ‘Walk Through Art’ at Tate 
Britain, then a riverboat trip to Tate Modern to 
find inspiration for their project on ‘A Sense 
of Place’. A Level Fine Art students saw two 
blockbusters: Georgia O’Keefe at Tate Modern 
and the Abstract Expressionists at the Royal 
Academy. I was very impressed by the pupils’ 
enjoyment and appreciation of being taken out 
to encounter ‘real’ works of art. 

Alison Johnson, Head of Art

THE FIRST FORMERS visited the British 
Museum and National Gallery in London to 
gain stimuli for their Greek art inspired animal 
lino prints. The boys created some lovely 
drawings in the galleries at the British Museum 
and enjoyed a guided tour looking at the Greek 
myths in paintings at the National Gallery. 
The guide was very impressed with their 
knowledge about the characters depicted in 
paintings by Botticelli and Rubens.

Zoe Davison, Art Department

A R T
inspiring trips to London 

The Autumn Concert

A Level Photography & Graphics Trip

Ruben Emson on trumpet. The evening was 
rounded off with the House song round.  As 
an Old Claptonian, I was thrilled with the 
final result which saw Clapton come first, 
Royal Putney second and Royal Wanstead 
third. 

Another celebration of sound at 
Reed’s took place with musical fervour at 
the annual Autumn Concert. The evening 
started with the orchestra performing the 
famous opening from Tchaikovsky’s “Swan 
Lake” with oceanic swell and delicate 
romanticism, followed by the bombastic 
and humorous “Liberty Bell” march by 
Sousa. Then their younger counterparts in 
the Lower School Orchestra transformed 
Jean-Michel Jarre’s symphonic synthesizer 
work “Oxygène” into an acoustic groove. 
The Elgar Quartet, the first of three string 
ensembles coached by Gill Sutton, 
performed the beautiful “Salut D’Amour”, 
and were followed by the Guitar Ensemble 
who gave a spirited rendition of “Farucca” 
by Cracknell. Roger Willey’s Brass Choir 
blazed through a brilliantly complex 
arrangement of the remarkably simple 
French nursery rhyme “Frère Jacques”. 

The Autumn Concert also introduced 
the new Saxophone Ensemble who made 
a witty and musical debut.  An outstanding 
performance of a beautiful work composed 
by Reed’s organist, Clive Osgood, followed 
- a cello sonata performed by Milan Brinker 
and Trevor Lui. Roger Willey’s arrangement 
of “Birdland” for the Brass Ensemble was 
arresting and performed with rhythmic fire. 
The final two items represent a celebration 
of Reed’s wind and rhythm sections – two 
of our strongest musical assets – and 
the Wind Band and Jazz Orchestra not 
only exhibited these talents but positively 
flaunted them.

Simeon Smith, Music Department

First Form Art Trip to London



Pupils studying A Level Biology spent an intense 
three days on the Isle of Wight, where their GCSE 
knowledge of Ecology was ramped up to A Level 
standard by experts in salt marsh and rocky shore 
ecology. The pupils studied various aspects of 
energy and ecosystems, populations in ecosystems, 
and, of course, practical work. A highlight of the trip 
was catching and releasing large numbers of velvet 
swimming crabs, Necora puber, the largest, most 
aggressive crabs found in British coastal waters.

Leanne Paterson, Head of Biology

The next in our series of FutureTech Lectures 
was delivered by Louise O’Sullivan, a Tech 
Entrepreneur, recently identified as one of 
the Top 50 most influential women in the 
Technology Sector in Europe. In the lecture, 
delivered to all pupils in the Fourth, Fifth 
and Sixth Forms, she talked about living in a 
digital age in which technology is having an 
increasing impact on our lives,  illustrated by 
the fact that today’s smartphones contain more 
computing power than that available to NASA 
in 1969, when the first human stepped onto 
the moon. Louise explained that the landscape 
ahead of us holds endless possibilities and 
opportunities. She believes that the game-
changing technology over the next five years 
will be virtual technology, predicting that it will 
have a profound impact on many aspects of 
human life – health, education, politics, justice, 
commerce, the arts, music and entertainment. 

Graham Spawforth, Senior Deputy Head

| ACADEMIC

A C A D E M I C
FutureTech and Science News ...

Reed’s Chemistry department hosted the first 
round of the Royal Society of Chemistry’s Top 
of The Bench competition. This regional round 
offered competition from other local schools 
(including Tiffin Boys, Manor House, The 
Priory School, Therfield and Woking High) 
and featured our own team of top chemists. 
The teams had to complete a practical with 
observations and then a multiple-choice 
test on their chemical knowledge. At the 
end of the competition, the Reed’s team placed 
a creditable second, level on points with 
Manor House, and the deserving winning 
team came from Tiffin Boys.

Chris Hawley, Chemistry Department

EXTENDED PROJECT 
QUALIF ICATION
A successful Presentation Evening was 
the finale to the Upper Sixth pupils’ 
Extended Project Qualification (EPQ). The 
pupils worked entirely on their own, with 
fortnightly meetings with their supervisors, 
who commented on each stage of the 
project and were available for advice. All the 
pupils delivered polished presentations with 
confidence; they also answered questions 
from the audience and their supervisors which 
showed  understanding of their chosen topic. 
They have made real progress in independence 
and academic skills which will be a great asset 
to them as they start at university. 

Ruth Harris, Head of EPQ

6 | 

‘Top of the Bench’ Chemistry competition

A C A D E M I C  T R I P S  &  E V E N T S
to develop curiosity ...

C L A S S I C S :
Fifth Form pupils studying Classical 
Civilisation visited the British Museum to view 
archaeological finds relating to gladiators, 
chariot racing, sacrifices and education. The 
boys showed great enthusiasm for objects 
relating to the ancient Olympic Games and were 
able to compare the experiences of athletes in 
the ancient world to those of competitors in the 
modern games in Brazil.

Campbell Thomson, Classics Department

Upper Sixth Formers Henry Roberts, Tom Rudgard, 
and James Cobb represented Reed’s in an ‘Ancient 
Greece vs Ancient Rome’ Classics Society debate 
against Cranleigh School. Giving the opportunity 
to explore topics and ideas outside their normal 
curriculum, the Reed’s team argued passionately, 
and successfully, for the benefit of Greek 
democracy, literature and philosophy. Although 
these were ultimately judged to be lesser than 
Roman dominance and governance, the 
evening was a great success, and our three 
speakers should be proud of their efforts. 

Sasha Gibbins, Classics Department

Classics Dinner & Debate

History trip to the M
aritime 

Museum
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Nutty Tilez competitors with  

Ms Cramoisan, Head of MFL

Sixth Form at a conference on Almodovar at the BFI

Geographers at Durdle Door

G E O G R A P H Y:
The Geography department has run various 
trips this term to extend pupils’ understanding 
of the subject.  Gorgeous weather blessed the 
first trip to the South Coast with Fifth Form 
pupils, where the stunning landscape afforded 
numerous opportunities to see the host of 
processes and landforms that they have been 
studying as part of their IGCSE Coasts topic. 

Lower Sixth geographers were treated to a 
day of beautiful sunshine in the Surrey Hills for 
their trip to the River Tillingbourne, where they 
measured the channel’s velocity, discharge and 
infiltration capacity at five sites along its course, 
to understand better how a drainage basin 
responds to inputs, stores and outputs thus 

gaining valuable fieldwork experience.  
Iceland – the land of fire and ice – 

was the destination for the Autumn half-
term trip, open to pupils of varying ages. 
They witnessed some of the most striking 
landscapes and geology in one of the most 
geologically active spots on Earth. The 
five-day tour involved walking alongside 
breathtaking waterfalls, seeing magnificent 
basaltic cliffs and caves, standing between 
a tectonic rift valley and visiting erupting 
geysers. Highlights included swimming in 
the Blue Lagoon, a geothermal pool in the 
middle of a lava field, and hiking to the top of 
Solheimajokull glacier to witness a wonderland 
of ice sculptures, ridges and giant crevasses. 

The Upper Sixth Form’s field trip included 
a day studying different ecosystems, starting 
in the Oxshott Heath to study the key features 
of a temperate deciduous woodland. This was 
followed by recording the type of vegetation 
evident along an urban routeway; a trip around 
the London Wetlands Centre; a case study of a 
conservation area and a walk along the Thames 
to illustrate key features of how urbanisation 
impacts on ecosystems at the rural-urban fringe. 

Jon Ross, Head of Geography

M O D E R N  L A N G U A G E S
A busy term in the MFL department with 

numerous trips and activities. A group of Sixth 
Formers studying Spanish were treated to a 
fantastic performance of Lorca’s ‘La Casa de 
Bernarda Alba’ at the Baron’s Court Theatre 
in London. The play was performed entirely 
in Spanish and the themes of death, honour, 

decency, desire and rebellion came through 
strongly in the gripping performances. The 
pupils also attended a Study Day at the British 
Film Institute on South Bank. The conference 

and interactive activities centred on the work of 
Spain’s most celebrated film director – Pedro 
Almodóvar. Led by two very knowledgeable 
professors, the conference, presented almost 
entirely in Spanish, gave the opportunity to 
explore the social and historical context of 
Almodóvar’s work as well as his visual style, 
techniques and themes. 

Fourth and Fifth Form linguists have been 
taking part in the Nutty Tilez Competition, a 
real-time, multi-player international game. 
Competition was fierce and pupils went ‘nuts’ 
as they played the game for learning French, 
German and Spanish vocabulary. Pupils can 
play against their classmates as well as others 
around the world, as they compete over the 
game’s 50 levels. 142 Reed’s pupils took part 
against other schools around the country and 
Reed’s was the only school to have two classes 
on the Top Ten leaderboard. 35 pupils achieved 
level 10 and beyond, and 10 pupils qualified for 
the finals! 

The Spanish department took all Sixth Form 
pupils to RGS Guildford for a Spanish debating 
competition. The chosen titles were challenging; 
for example, ‘The impact of low economy 
flights on our environment’ and ‘Healthy living’ 
were amongst the motions discussed. Teams 
comprised two or three students and they had 
to speak for up to two minutes in Spanish, 
without notes, and also had to question the 
opponents’ views. The Reed’s team performed 
very well and demonstrated strong debating 
skills; however, the RGS team did manage 
the victory this time round.  After the debate, 
RGS and Reed’s students went to La Casita 
in Guildford to sample some Spanish food. It 
was a fantastic evening where pupils showed 
their linguistic ability and hopefully gained some 
confidence in their speaking skills. 

Fleur Cramoisan, Head of MFL

At the end of term we celebrated our seventh 
Gingerbread Market Day where pupils 
experienced the sights, sounds, smells and 
tastes of a German Christmas by looking at the 
displays, singing songs and doing quizzes, as 
well as eating Lebkuchen and Stollen. In the 
afternoon a guest speaker from the Goethe-
Institut talked about the many job opportunities 
available to people who can speak some 
German – it’s the foreign language with the most 
job opportunities in the UK at the moment! 

Colin Sandison-Smith, Head of German



Future Careers Seminar on 

Law

History trip to The Somme
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Upper Sixth Trip to the Mini Factory

E C O N O M I C S  &  B U S I N E S S
Upper Sixth Economists visited City of 
London, heart of the financial world in the 
UK. First stop was the Bank of England. After 
viewing the exhibits in the Museum, including 
getting their hands on a real gold bar, a talk 
and a film about the history and operations 
of the UK’s central bank, they learnt about 
the recently issued polymer ‘fiver’ and plans 
for other new notes over coming months. 
A recent graduate then ran a Q&A session 
on recruitment at the Bank, explaining that 
careers there need not be limited by degree 
subject and that the Governor, Mark Carney, 
is absolutely committed to widening diversity 
amongst the staff of the Bank. The pupils then 
went up the 300-plus steps of the Monument 
to enjoy spectacular views of the historic and 
modern buildings in the City of London.

Upper Sixth pupils studying Business 
visited the BMW Mini factory in Oxford - a 
fantastic opportunity to witness, first hand, 
production of the Mini. Their tour guide had 
worked as an engineer at the factory for 35 
years and had a wealth of knowledge to 
impart about how a Mini is made and how 
production has changed. The construction 
of the cars involves the use of 1,010 robots 
and 238 associates per shift. Every car on 
the production line was different, with over 
10-million different variations of the Mini in 
terms of the colour, model and effects, all used 
for customisation. An interesting lesson in the 
global market and uncertainty of investment 
post Brexit. A planned investment of £4bn for 
a factory to build the fourth generation BMW 
Mini at the Oxford site has been put on hold.  

Stephen Whiteley, Head of Economics & 
Business

H I S T O R Y
To mark the 100th anniversary of the battle of 
the Somme, the entire Third Form was whisked 
away to France by the History department for 
a two-day extravaganza to the battlefields to 
cram them all full to the brim with knowledge. 
The first day focused on the disastrous July 1st: 
we stood open-mouthed in awe as we glanced 
into the massive Lochnagar Crater and some of 
us even shed a tear as Sam Rowe laid a wreath 
in Grevillers Cemetery to mark the sacrifice 
made by his great-great grandfather.

The second day served to explode the 
myth that the Battle of the Somme was a 
disaster for the British: we retraced the steps 
of the British in their daring and successful 

dawn attack of July 14th, and we visited 
the site of the first ever use of tanks in 
warfare - something which terrified the 
Germans. The trip concluded with a 
commemorative service focusing on 
the 112 Old Reedonians who gave their 
lives in the Great War in which Louis 
Davies gave a haunting rendition of the 
Last Post.

Adam Waller, Head of History

‘The commemoration of the 112 Old 
Reedonians like us showed me the 
harsh reality of killing and the ending 
of short, unfulfilled lives.’ Yusuf Ali, 
Third Form

A motley crew of Second Formers 
navigated their way to the National 
Maritime Museum spending the day 
grappling with the Spanish Armada. 
The boys were hit with broadside after 
broadside of fascinating facts as they 
learned about fire ships, weevils and 
grapeshot. Budding 007s got to grips 
with the secret codes used by Elizabeth 
I’s spymaster, Sir Francis Walsingham; 
uncovered the hidden messages in paintings 
of the Queen and studied the diet of 
Elizabethan sailors in a dark time before the 
advent of Nandos. All excellent research for 
the boys’ Armada projects!  

Andy Davey, History Department

Having won through a savagely competitive 
internal competition, two of our best historian 
speakers, Sam Hunt and Columbus Paterson, 
were entered for the regional round of the 
Historical Association Great Debate in Guildford. 
As Fifth Formers, they were at a disadvantage 
because they were facing older challengers 
from local Sixth Form colleges. Both performed 
brilliantly and Sam was awarded the accolade 
of overall champion. He will have the 
opportunity to enhance the reputation of the 
Reed’s School History department when he 
debates in the National Finals at the Imperial 
War Museum in March 2017.

Adam Waller, Head of History

P H I L O S O P H Y  &  R E L I G I O N
Eight aspiring philosophers, 
neuroscientists and medics attended a 
talk at the Royal Institution by Professor 
Daniel J Siegel on ‘Insights of the Human 
Mind’. The talk centred around the 
overlapping disciplines of Philosophy, 
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A C A D E M I C 
Preparing our pupils for the future ...

A full schedule of events this term has included 
seminars on working in different industries 
along with careers guidance for our GCSE 
pupils and support for those in the Sixth Form 
who are making Oxbridge or Medical university 
applications.

S E M I N A R S :
At our FutureCareers Seminar focusing on the 
world of Film and Television we were joined 
by three very experienced Old Reedonians, 
experts in their respective fields.  From 
working on amazing and diverse film sets to 
running successful production companies 
and working with top media companies, each 
of the speakers (Rachel Corbould, Mullens 
2006; Rupert Bryan, Mullens 1992 and Chris 
Brogden, Capel 1984) was able to impart 
deep knowledge of a broad spectrum industry 
as well as reveal the attributes required to 
succeed

All three speakers had the audience gripped 
by their presentations. The key messages they 
were delivering to the pupils about how to 
get on in the film and TV industry completely 
matched the School values that we try to instil in 
our pupils in preparing them for the wider world: 
those of independence, curiosity, resilience and 
integrity.  

The next Seminar saw two Old Reedonians, 
Sophie Soeting (Bristowe 2010) and Shahin 
Baghaei (Capel 2002) along with current parent, 
Tricia Cave, very kindly giving up their time to 
share a wealth of knowledge and advice on 
careers in Law.  As a paralegal for London-based 
law firm, a VP Legal Counsel and a Barrister 
respectively, the audience gained valuable insight 
into the various routes into the profession; the 
hard work, commitment and resilience required 
to succeed; and what employers look for when 
appointing new graduates.

Sharmaine Matthews, Assistant Alumni 
Director, and Sarah Butler, Director of Higher 

Education & Careers

C A R E E R S  G U I D A N C E
Fifth Form pupils attended one-to-one Career 
Guidance discussions provided by an external 
company. Tests at the end of the Fourth 
Form assessed strengths in a number of 
areas (including numerical reasoning, verbal 
reasoning, memory and attention, lateral 
thinking and interest-based tests) which 
created a profile which was used as the basis 
for this discussion. Pupils were encouraged 
to consider career and university options that 
would suit their aptitudes

Sarah Butler, Director of High Education & 
Careers

O X B R I D G E  &  M E D I C A L 
A P P L I C AT I O N S  P R E PA R AT I O N
A number of events have been held this term 
to assist those Upper Sixth pupils applying for 
Oxbridge and making medical applications. 
The Oxbridge Preparation Day kicked off with 
a session hosted by the company ‘Oxbridge 
Applications’ which gave invaluable advice 
and guidance on how to approach what 
can be a daunting process. What to expect 
from the process; strategies to prepare; and 
how to decipher what a question is really 
examining were amongst the topics covered. 
Pupils then attended mock interviews with 
Old Reedonians, teachers and professionals 
on their subject area which challenged them 
to think laterally and critically and use their 
subject knowledge in new scenarios.

The Oxbridge applicants also visited St 
John’s, Leatherhead, where they benefited 
from gruelling mock interviews with St John’s 
teachers and were able to display the lateral 
thinking and resilience skills worked on as part 
of the Reed’s Oxbridge Preparation Day earlier 
in the term. While Oxbridge applicants were 
at St John’s, other Upper Sixth Formers were 
also gaining from mock interview experience 
at Reed’s with an outside company’s 
representative. They were tested on their 

Neurobiology and Psychology. Sigel’s aim 
was to try to establish a working definition 
for consciousness and the mind, as well 
as promoting techniques towards attaining 
wellbeing of the mind.

The Philosophy & Religion Lower Sixth 
cohort headed to Bloomsbury for a series of 

lectures. The first speaker was Julie Arliss who 
discussed Meta Ethics and further enriched 
our knowledge surrounding the concept of 
Objective Goodness. The second speaker was 
Professor Keith Ward, a Philosophy lecturer 
at the University of Oxford. This giant of the 
philosophical world oozed presence on stage 

whilst talking on the topic of Religious Pluralism, 
and expanded on his academic relationship with 
the late great John Hick. The day was concluded 
with ‘How to get an A grade’ delivered by Peter 
Baron and a talk by comedic mastermind, Dr 
John Frye, on Personal Identity.

Ed Swift, Head of Philosophy & Religion

The ‘World of Film & Television’ 
seminar was an extremely 

informative and lively event, and 
of great value. The speakers 

were passionate and engaging 
in their presentations, and very 
approachable and encouraging 

in discussions afterwards. We 
swapped contact details with 

two of the speakers with a 
serious view to acting on their 

advice and offers of support 
given by the Old Reedonians! 

Thank you for organising.”   
John Sutton, current parent.

knowledge of courses applied for, content of 
their personal statement and were given written 
feedback to help them improve further. The 
interviewer was very impressed and described 
our pupils as very professional and a joy to 
speak with. 

For those applying to read Medicine and 
Natural Sciences a series of practice interviews 
were conducted by Governor, John Simpson. 
Upper Sixth Former Seb Bonner commented,

“The mock interview proved very beneficial. 
I think that one strength was my ability to 
really engage with the interviewer and build 
up a rapport with him in a short period of time. 
However, my ability to make decisions quickly 
and stick to them (especially when answering 
some of the more difficult ethical dilemmas) 
does need improvement. This experience has 
provided valuable preparation prior to upcoming 
interviews.” 

These pupils then visited CLFS to partake 
in a practice Multiple Miniature Interviews (MMI) 
scenario. These types of interviews are being 
adopted by more and more Medical Schools 
across the UK, with each interview station providing 
a different question or challenge. The reports back 
from the pupils have been positive and they should 
feel better prepared to face a real MMI! 

Sarah Butler, Director of Higher Education & 
Careers, and Adam Jolly, Medical Society
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S P O R T
Ski Racing – regional 
and national success

The victorious 3rds after their epic hockey match against Cranleigh  

THE DRY-SLOPE SEASON BEGAN 
with the Regional Championships at 
Southampton. The Reed’s teams came 
up against strong opposition but, after 
some fierce competition, came out as 
champions in the U19 boys, U19 girls, 
U16 boys and U14 boys’ events. The 
U19B team fared well too, with the boys 
in third place and the girls sixth.

In Norwich, at the English finals, the 
boys were in outstanding form, winning 
the U19 and U16 age groups, with the 
girls’ U19 and boys’ U14 teams picking up 
silver medals. In the Open Championships, 
the boys A and B teams dominated the 
event to secure a memorable 1-2, whilst 
the girls were just pipped into second 
place again.

The season came to a close in 

S P O R T
Girls’ Hockey – a willingness to work hard pays off!

THERE WAS A SLIGHT NERVOUSNESS in the 1st team as to 
how the girls would meet the challenge of last year’s successes. 
Wow, did they meet that challenge! Two trophies won, a National 
quarter final still to come and only two defeats from 18 matches 
emphasises this perfectly. The 58 goals scored and only 12 

conceded speaks volumes as to how well they combined a rock-
solid defence with mesmerising attacking pace and movement. 
The biggest strength of this group, though, was the willingness to 
work hard for each other and never let themselves down.

The 2nds have had a season of two halves which showed the 
resilience and character of the players. The first half of term saw 
them drawn against much stronger opposition, with victory eluding 
them; however, the improvement required to meet these challenges 
meant that they reversed the trend, and were undefeated in the 
second half of term. A highlight was winning the KCS Invitational 
Trophy, beating a number of 1st teams along the way. The key to 
the whole season has been the team spirit which kept the group 
together in the face of adversity.

The 3rd team has to win the award for the best perseverance! 
For the many new Lower Sixth girls who were athletic but had 
never played hockey, this was the toughest first half term for both 
them and their coaches. All was transformed towards the end 
of the second half of term in a match against Cranleigh at home 
when, suddenly, the defensive play u-turned into attack. Three 
goals later they recorded their first victory and suddenly they were 
a team with confidence who went on to win again.

Lucy Balls, Head of Girls’ Sport

Gloucester at the British Championships 
where teams from Wales and Scotland 
provided stiff opposition. The girls were in 
great form but, unfortunately, had to settle 
for silver medals, whilst the boys’ A team 
made some costly errors from a position 

of strength and were beaten into fourth 
place by the bronze medal winning B 
team, although both were the top ranked 

English teams.

Mark Vernon, Head of Skiing

The ski racing squad with their medals and trophies



STARTING THE SEASON IN THE SUMMER 
HOLIDAYS, with a successful trip to 
Argentina where they won four out of the 
five matches played, the 1st team have had 
a long season and, thanks to their fitness, 
work ethic and fortunate lack of serious 
injuries, the results have been tremendous. 
Seven wins from the 12 games played, for 
a squad that has over half its members 
in the Lower Sixth Form, proves that by 
working together and putting in the hard 
yards the team was able to compete and 
win against much bigger rugby schools.

It has been tough season for the 2nds 
who had lots of injuries and they just 
missed out on a 50% season. Their injuries 
had a knock-on effect on the 3rds who, 
when at full strength, were competitive but 
found overall wins hard to come by.

The U16A team performed well but 
were also devastated by injury. At times 
they played superb rugby and there are 
some talented players in the age group 
with three pupils in the Surrey side. The 
U16Bs were on fire, going unbeaten up 
to half term and then agonisingly losing 

S P O R T
Rugby – fitness and work ethic produces an outstanding season!

by a point in a match which saw two 
fractures and a concussion. Credit should 
go to the players and their coach, whose 
inspirational words in training and on game 
day produced an outstanding season.

In the U15s it was the B team who were 
the stars with an unbeaten season! All the 
players were fantastic and 10 wins and one 
draw were testament to their consistency. 
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This placed them 5th on the National 
League table. The other teams struggled – 
again due to a lot of injuries, meaning that 
there was little consistency of selection. 

At U14 there was a good level of 
progression showing real quality across 
the age group. There have been more D 
team fixtures and the C team has been 
outstanding, losing the first game of the 
season and then winning the next nine 
to the fourth best-ranked C team in the 
country! Both the A and B teams have 
played an exciting brand of rugby and will 
only get better. Miles Robinson, has been 
one of the stars of the year group having 
gone from never playing before to rise 
through the ranks to the A team.

Tony Talbot, Head of Rugby

The 1st Team talk tactics

I want to thank all the coaches 
who have worked with me over 
the years, for helping me develop 
my game which has led me being 
selected for London and South 
East England U18 and achieving 
three international caps for 
Scotland’s U19.

Miles Wakeling, Rugby Captain

U16 Rugby vs Oratory



| EVENTS

OUTDOOR FUN
On the First Form 
bonding trip

Wednesday 11th & Thursday 12th January
THE KRAFTWERK SHOW
7:30pm in the Ensemble Room

Wednesday 25th January
A LEVEL RECITAL EVENING
6pm at Steinway Hall, London

Thursday 9th & Friday 10th February
THE LOW ROAD
7:30pm at Rhoda McGaw Theatre, Woking

Saturday 25th February
FORS QUIZ NIGHT
7:30pm in the Assembly Hall

Wednesday 1st March
FUTURECAREERS EVENING 
7pm in the Assembly Hall

Thursday 3rd March
SPRING CONCERT 
7:30pm in St John’s, Smith Square, London. 

Saturday 25th February
OPEN MORNING 
Please see website for full timings and details

Friday 3rd March
SPORTS DINNER 
7pm in the Assembly Hall

Tuesday 7th March
ONE STEINWAY, SOME SINGERS & 
SOME SONGS
7:30pm in the Ensemble Room

Tuesday 14th March
ANDREW REED LECTURE
7:30pm in the Assembly Hall

Sunday 19th March
MUSIC FOR PASSIONTIDE
7:15pm in the School Chapel

Tuesday 23rd March
OLD REEDONIANS HOCKEY
6pm at Reed’s School

These events and timings may be subject to alteration, 
please check the website for the most up to date information 
www.reeds.surrey.sch.uk

AFTER A BUSY FIRST TWO DAYS 
of settling in to Reed’s all the new 
pupils in the First Form took on 
the challenge of the High Ashurst 
Outdoor Centre. Spirits were high 
for this fun opportunity to bond 
with their peers and to get to know 
their tutors better. Despite the 
occasional downpour, the boys all 
threw themselves into the activities 
and impressed both their tutors and 
instructors with their determination 
to succeed. With some manoeuvres 
more akin to a Spiderman movie they 
flew up and down the climbing and 
abseiling wall with ease. Overcoming 
their fears on the ‘leap of faith’ high 
ropes course was great to watch 
with everyone getting cheered on by 
their team mates. A great day was 
had by all and it was clear to see the 
improvement in both confidence and 

team work by the end of the day.
Tom Webb, Head of First Form

F O R T H C O M I N G  E V E N T S
Spring Term 2017

First Formers at High Ashurst

May Ball at Mercedes Benz World

SAVE THE DATE!   Saturday 13th May 2017
By popular request we are back at the stylish setting of Mercedes Benz World at 

Brooklands for the 2017 May Ball.  Details to follow!


