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MUSIC

Alex O’ Connell and Owen Price (with fellow 

pupils Larry Bush, Matt Ward and Eddie Holmes) 

under their band name ‘Paradox Of Illusions’, 

have recently released their own album, ‘Peace 

Of Mind’.

MUSIC

Ben Elkin (Upper Sixth) gained a place in the 

RSCM Millennium Youth Choir, the leading 

national chamber choir of sacred choral music 

in the country which broadcasts across BBC 

Radio and on BBC One’s ‘Songs of Praise’.

CHARITY

Will King, William Page and Archie Seymour-

Upchurch (all Lower Sixth) completed a half 

marathon in solid times of just over two hours 

and raised over £3,000 in aid of Cancer 

Research.

CHARITY

Max Hardy, Nathaniel Hallam and Ewan 

Stacey (all Lower Sixth) all ran the Surrey Half 

Marathon raising over £1200 for the Stroke 

Association.

AWARDS

Gus Taylor (Fifth Form) and Toby Woodward 

(Third Form) have been awarded their Chief 

Scout’s Gold Award, one of the highest awards 

available in Scouting.

PHILOSOPHY

Chloe Hurton (Upper Sixth) achieved third place 

in the prestigious Erasmus Essay Prize - a 

three-hour Philosophy examination against 15 

other independent schools. 

IND IV IDUAL ACHIEVEMENTS

Ground works begin

Roof going on - view from the Astro pitches

Backing into the driveway Facilities being provided



T H E  J A R R E T T  I N D O O R 
C R I C K E T  C E N T R E 
raising the roof and supporting  
the Foundation!

IT WAS A MIRACLE OF DRIVING 
PRECISION as the extra-long lorry, 
delivering eight 22m-long roof beams, 
manoeuvred its way, with only millimetres to 
spare, off Sandy Lane into the front gates of 
Reed’s on a sunny morning in early March. 
The beams (made from compressed wood 
and technically known as glulam timber 
beams) travelled, with wide-load escort, 
over from Spain by sea and then up the 
A3 from Portsmouth Harbour. Cricket 
Professional, Keith Medlycott, and the 
Grounds staff helped to conduct traffic on 
Sandy Lane as the driver expertly backed 
into the gates, reversed up the driveway 
and then negotiated the sharp bend outside 
The Close with ease. 

Our Estates Director, Brian Dale, who is 
the project manager for the new building, 
breathed a big sigh of relief as the struts 
were slotted into place, to support the 
curved roof design, and battened down 
safely. 

The whole roof is now on and the 
building is watertight meaning the target to 
complete the build by the summer is looking 
hopeful. The cricket centre now looms over 
the astro pitches and can be seen from the 
main school building. This new facility will be 
one of the most technologically advanced 
cricket centres in the country and will 
provide support for the Foundation through 
its philanthropic business model of third-
party revenue streams. 

Many of our parents, former parents 
and Old Reedonians have kindly contributed 
to this project. The total cost of £2,300,000 
had already been supported by two large 
donations totalling £575,000 and we have 
now raised nearly £60,000 of our additional 
fundraising target of £175,000 to ensure the 
project is fully funded.  Please help us to close 
the final gap and complete this impressive 
project. By joining one of our donor clubs you 
will be a part of the future of Reed’s, your name 
will be added to our Honours Wall and you will 
be invited to the opening event. Contact me if 
you’d like any further information or view our 
online campaign at http://www.reeds.surrey.
sch.uk/cricketcentre 

kbartram@reeds.surrey.sch.uk  
Kathryn Bartram, Development & 
Marketing Director   
Tel 01932 869025

This new facility will be one 

of the most technologically 

advanced cricket centres in the 

country and will provide support 

for the Foundation through its 

philanthropic business model of 

third-party revenue streams. 
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A R T
Enriching experiences

THE ART DEPARTMENT TOOK BOTH 
THIRD AND FOURTH FORM ARTISTS on 
trips to inspire their project work. 

The Fourth Form went to the Pallant 
House Gallery in Chichester to look at 
first hand examples of British Pop Art. 
An afternoon workshop provided an 
opportunity for pupils to experience 
different drawing skills and ways of looking 
at art, working out how to incorporate 
these experiences in their final project.  

The Third Form collected visual 
research at The Imperial War Museum 
for their print-making projects, visiting 
the First World War and the Extraordinary 
Heroes exhibitions, followed by paintings 
of the Iraq war to interpret using collage 
materials. Next term they will use these 
images to design prints.

Alison Johnson, Head of Art

A TUTOR AND MODEL FROM THE ROYAL 
ACADEMY VISITED REED’S to work with A 
Level Fine Art students on a Life Drawing 
day. The students experimented with 

charcoal and colour pastels to explore mark 
making and gesture to describe the human 
form and were encouraged to capture 
a sense of colour, light, mood and tone. 
The workshop served as a masterclass to 
improve the students’ approach to drawing, 
both from a positive view as well as analysing 
what didn’t work so well. A very useful day 
for the students as a result of the guidance 
and ideas imparted

Zoe Davison, Art Department

PARENTS, PUPILS AND STAFF WERE 
DAZZLED by an eclectic mix of German 
music in the ‘Kraftwerk Show’, held in 
the newly refurbished Ensemble Room. 
Preparation for the show formed the focus 
of the curriculum for Third Form and it was 
fantastic to see so many involved - at the 
start of the year, many had not played a 

M U S I C
Kraftwerk, Steinway and Songs from the Musicals…

Royal Academy Life Drawing Day

The Third Form at the Imperial War Museum

musical instrument or read music and 
had never been involved in a musical 
production before.

The first half showcased a wide variety 
of German music and included cello, 
clarinet and vocal solos; an acoustic version 
of ’99 Red Balloons’, a brass Oompah 
Band and DJ Kraftwerk music mix. The 
second half of the concert saw the Third 
Form performance of pieces by Kraftwerk. 
Kraftwerk-style outfits, superbly timed 
lighting, impressive conducting and sound 
resulted in outstanding performances and 

a thoroughly delightful show. 
Sarah Butler, Head of Academic Music

THE MUSIC DEPARTMENT WAS 
PRIVILEGED to be able to use Steinway Hall, 
London, for our senior musicians to perform an 
evening recital. Nerves blended with musical The Kraftwerk Show

indulgence as, absorbing the magnificent 
heritage of the room, Barney Goodwin opened 
with his stylish trombone, playing a Gershwin 
medley. A uniquely poetic interpretation of the 
21st Goldberg variation by Bach followed a 
beautiful rendition of ‘Silent Moon’ by Vaughan 
Williams. A virtuosic Chopin waltz and Faure’s 
cello ‘Elegie’ were followed by the remarkable 
voice of James Cobb, with technique and 
depth far beyond his years in two wonderful 
performances from Handel and Schubert. 
A fabulous double-bassist playing Pergolesi 
contrasted with a dazzling rendition of Czardas 
on the violin drawing a cry of bravo from the 
audience. Remarkable clarinet technique in 
a performance of ‘Solo de Concours’ and 
a magnificent marimba piece, played with 
virtuosic accomplishment, rounded off the 
evening!

Simeon Smith, Music Department

Fourth Formers at Pallant Art Gallery
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D R A M A 
‘The Low Road’ triumphs!

Beau Roberts (left) and Dalia Al-Dujaili (right)

‘One Steinway, Some Singers and Some Songs”

I AM SURE THAT WHEN DIRECTOR, TIM 
SILK, chose the Bruce Norris play ‘The 
Low Road’ as the 2017 School production, 
he was not expecting the President of 
the United States to be Donald Trump! 
The fundamental nature of capitalism has 
never been more topical and this roving, 
picturesque piece, set in 18th Century 
America, digs at the roots of our present 
global predicament. This thorny theme 
was handled with great panache. The 
performance had a real swagger and dash 
about it with call girls, redcoats, aliens and 
puritans colliding on an innovative set, 
and the narrative taking off in unexpected 
directions. 

We thoroughly enjoyed following the 
lives of our two leads, Jim Trumpett and 
John Blanke, played superbly by Tom 
O’Reilly and Sebastian Bonner respectively. 
Our narrator-host throughout was Adam 
Smith, originally a Scottish advocate 
of laissez-faire economics, and I really 
enjoyed Tom Atkins’ performance here. 

There were many other strong 
performances from an exciting young 
cast. My favourites were Lydia Harper as 
Constance Pugh, Charlotte Gray as Mrs 
Trumpett, and Alex Bain as Henry Scott 
Duke. Liam McCann also caught the eye 
as the troubled Poor Tim.

The rest of the cast gave fantastic 
support and it was here that there was 
evidence of real team spirit. Add to this 
the eye-catching costumes and make-up, 
tight technical support including Brechtian 
captions - a thoughtful set, and we had a 
triumph!                                                                               

Ian Clapp, Senior Master

CONTINUING WITH THE THEME a select 
audience was treated to the most exquisite 
rendition of a variety of songs from musicals, 
new and old, popular and niche, when the ‘One 
Steinway, Some Singers and Some Songs’ 
show finally hit the boards in the Ensemble 
Room. From start to finish the performances 
were breathtaking - superbly and flawlessly 
accompanied by Director of Music, Iain 
Carnegie’s cool, slick, cabaret-style backing 
band, which played throughout the two 
hours. The performances were completely 
captivating, frequently telling the story behind 
the numbers, with minimal use of props and 
maximal use of facial expression, variation in 
musical tone, timbre and dynamics. Those 
lucky enough to be present witnessed some 
stars of the future in the making. It would be 
completely unfair to the rest to name individual 
acts as they were uniformly outstanding.

Innovative musical direction, skilful 
stage direction and excellent lighting 
effects and sound production contributed 
to make this show the ‘very best of the 
last 10 years’, ‘Just wow!’ and ‘A magical 

evening’ (quotes from audience members) 
which is saying quite something in a 
school blessed with so much depth of 
pure musical talent!

Kim Lambert, Cover Supervisor

Joe Sheridan (left) and Tom Atkins (right)

The fundamental nature of 
capitalism has never been 

more topical and this roving, 
picturesque piece, set in 

18th Century America, digs 
at the roots of our present 

global predicament.



Dr Sam Aaron, a researcher, software architect 
and computational thinker,  delivered a FutureTech 
talk to parents and pupils which carried a clear 
message – coding is a must-have skill for the 
21st Century, just as being able to read and write 
became must-have skills in the 19th and 20th 
Centuries. He explained that learning how to 
code enables you to be creative with computers 
and illustrated this with a demonstration of his 
software, Sonic Pi, which enables you to learn 

| ACADEMIC

A C A D E M I C
FutureTech and Science News ...

coding by composing music.
As part of their FutureTech Programme 

pupils in the Third Form visited the Big Bang 
Fair at the NEC in Birmingham. The Fair is a 
national event which has high-octane theatre 
shows, 150 interactive stands and workshops, 
inspiring science and engineering projects, 
careers information and resources.   

Graham Spawforth, Deputy Head
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A C A D E M I C  T R I P S  &  E V E N T S
to develop curiosity ...

CLASSICS:
The Classics Writing Competition was run for 
the second time and received many outstanding 
entries, all of which were an absolute pleasure 
to read. Congratulations to all entrants and 
especially Max Clarke, who gained first place in 
the Poetry section for his outstanding poem on 
gladiators, and Luke Galpin for his extremely 
well-written and imaginative story, ‘A cloud’s 
silver lining’ which was awarded first place in 
the Story section.

Kate Morland, Head of Classics

Second Form Latinists visited Fishbourne Roman 
Palace as part of a project on Roman Britain. The 
site includes a museum, the excavated mosaics 
of King Cogidubnus, and the reconstructed royal 
gardens, all in spectacularly good condition. The 
pupils worked excellently to inform themselves 
about the intricate details of the construction, 
usage, and eventual collapse of the palace and 
even had the opportunity to attend a workshop 
on the workings of the local Roman army. The trip 
has enabled them to put their classroom studies 
into clearer context.

A group of 12 boys from Third to Lower Sixth 
Form entered the Latin Reading Competition, 
this year held at Charterhouse. With some 
seasoned veterans and new faces, a gruelling 
few weeks saw the boys prepare a section of 
Latin in the most authentic Roman accent they 
could muster with a mix of poetry, dialogue, 
and historical passages. The boys spoke 
exceedingly well, and efforts from everyone 
were highly commendable.

Sasha Gibbins, Classics Department

GEOGRAPHY:
The Lower Sixth geographers were tasked with 
investigating economic and social differences 
between local Cobham and east London’s 
Stratford, the site of the 2012 Olympics, by 
carrying out questionnaires with local people, 
surveying the different land uses and observing 
differences in the built environment. Fourth Form 
pupils headed to Southampton to investigate 
how a city in the UK offers its population 
economic and social opportunities alongside 
having to deal with the challenges brought about 
by urban decay and regeneration.

Both of these field trips allowed pupils to 
deepen their understanding of key processes 
affecting the geography of UK cities and I was 
delighted with their eager participation.

Jon Ross, Head of Geography

MODERN LANGUAGES
The MFL Department launched a series of 
MFL Bungee seminars in French, German and 
Spanish, aiming to stretch our top linguists 
in the Middle School and widen their cultural 
knowledge. The first session was a talk in 
Spanish about Colombia followed by a quiz with 
Colombian chocolate prizes. 

Pupils studying German enjoyed a presentation 
on the topic of ‘Karneval’ which is celebrated 
before the period of Lent in the northern Rhine 
region around Cologne and Dusseldorf. 

Café Lingua proudly launched its 
inaugural talk on Almodóvar to Sixth Form 
linguists. Speaker, Dr Bonnadio, from King’s 
College, London, gave an inspirational 
insight into Almodovar’s films in Spanish and 
a detailed account of Spain’s historical and 

MFL Bungee seminar in French

Sam Moldon eyes up the gold 

bar in the Bank of England

Classics Writing Competition winners Luke Galpin & Max Clarke
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social context. We were delighted that pupils 
from RGS Guildford, St Catherine’s Bramley, 
Tiffin and Godalming College also attended.

We invited speaker, Paul Hughes, into an 
Assembly to enthuse pupils with details of 
how he overcame his challenges of dyslexia 
and reminded them of the importance of 
learning a foreign language. Paul is multi-
lingual (Russian, Arabic and Pashto) and his 
wide array of experiences as a former Royal 
Air Force crewman, coupled with his joie-
de-vivre, made his talk a memorable one.

All Sixth Form students studying 
Spanish took part in the second round 
of the RGS Guildford vs Reed’s Spanish 
debate competition hosted at Reed’s. 
The challenging titles included arguments 
for and against having control over 
immigration in the UK and whether football 
players earn too much money. Teams had 
to speak for up to two minutes in Spanish 
without notes and question the opponents’ 
views. Afterwards the linguists enjoyed a 
meal in the Societies Room rounding off a 
fantastic evening which enabled students to 
show off their linguistic ability and gain some 

confidence in their speaking skills.
Fleur Cramoisan,  

Head of Modern Foreign Languages

ECONOMICS & BUSINESS
Lower Sixth Economics students visited 
the Bank of England Museum for a talk 
about the history of the Bank, its role in 
the City and in the UK Economy. They 
also learned about monetary policy and 
quantitative easing. One of the key areas 
of interest was the gold vaults where 
400,000 bars (each currently worth 
around £400,000 with a daily fluctuating 
price) are kept which sadly the general 
public is not allowed to see.  Students 
did however get the chance to handle 
one bar – pictured in the hands of Sam 

Moldon. Bank staff will be relieved to know 
it is still there – or at least we think it was 
when we left!

Lower Sixth Business students visited 
Denbies Vineyard for a tour of the vineyard 
and winery, learning about the background 
to this business which has now been in 
existence for over thirty years. It came into 
being when a local geologist noticed the 
similarity to the soil and rock structures of 
the Champagne region; a local businessman 
decided to give it a go. Interestingly, the 
business has yet to turn a profit, despite its 

wine being in demand from most of the UK 
supermarkets and even from HM The Queen. 
We saw first hand the way the business has 
diversified as a tourist destination, restaurant,  
wedding and conference venue. The tour of 
the vineyard allowed students see how the 
geology and climate at a site so close to Reed’s 
has provided an excellent location for one of 
England’s premier vineyards. There will be 
much case-study material for our forthcoming 
lessons. The students sampled some grape 
juice and pretended to be budding oenophiles. 

Stephen Whiteley,  
Head of Economics & Business

HISTORY
Sixth Form historians benefited from trips to 
London for lectures by eminent historians 
to supplement their A Level learning. Tudor 
dynamo, John Guy, held Lower Sixth Formers 
spellbound with his accounts of the lovers’ 
tiffs between the bandy-legged Spanish 
Emperor, Philip II, and his hysterical wife, 
Mary I, which, on one occasion, resulted in the 
Queen scratching her husband’s eyes out on 
a recently commissioned painting! Thereafter 
Upper Sixth historians listened to a series of 
lectures given by leading Tudor historians - 
by far the highlight was the illustrious David 
Starkey discussing whether or not there was a 
late Tudor crisis in the final years of Elizabeth 
I’s reign and destroying John Guy’s new book! 
Starkey inspired many of the Upper Sixth with 
his egotistical demeanour and controversial 
ideas.

Andrew Davey, History Department

The burden of making history itself by winning 
back-to-back titles in the Inter-School History 
Debating Competition weighed upon the Reed’s 
History Debating team as they defended their title 
against the intellectual might of Frensham Heights 
School, as well as the best Lord Wandsworth had 
to offer. 

This year, the team was missing Henry 
Roberts, a major blow as we could no longer 
count on scoring points purely for comedy. 
However, buoyed by a hearty contingent of 
travelling support to spur them on, Columbus 
Paterson led the charge unleashing his army 
of notecards to extol the virtues of nuclear 
technology for humanity. Coco Ravan, Harry 
Harvey and Harry Hayley all stepped into the 
fray of the intellectual combat, arguing on 
topics in which they had made themselves 
experts and keeping Reed’s noses in front in the 
scoring. However, it all came down to the final 

Business students check out the 

vines at Denbies Vineyard

Tudor historian, John Guy, meets Lower Sixth Formers

The winning Inter-School History Debating team

Sam Hunt with his History 

Debating certif icate



| ACADEMIC

8 | 

debate when they had to champion Abraham 
Lincoln as the greatest American president of 
all time. In fine form with Ben Baker quoting 
Lincoln and Sam Hunt, fired up after being told 
by the Chief Judge earlier in the contest that he 
could not speak for the entirety of the debate, 
relentlessly assaulting the other team’s choice 
of presidents and defending Lincoln, the Great 
Emancipator, with aplomb. Thus it was that 
history was made with the judges awarding 
Reed’s the highly prestigious trophy and back-
to-back History Debating champions. 

Adam Waller, Head of History

PHILOSOPHY & RELIGION
The Philosophy & Religion department 
welcomed Gelong Thubten, a Tibetan Buddhist 
monk, to Reed’s. One of the leading lights in 
mindfulness education, he works regularly at 
some of the world’s largest corporations such 
as Google and Facebook. We were privileged 
to have such an experienced, calming 
and knowledgeable guest to stimulate our 
academic curiosity and encourage our well-
being. Thubten delivered talks about both 
practising mindfulness and the philosophy 
of Buddhism, as well as learning how to use 
mindfulness to become more resilient on the 
sports pitch, and how compassion is at the 
heart of the Tibetan Buddhist teachings. It was 
fantastic to see so many of our pupils asking 
deep and penetrating questions. 

Fourth Form Philosophy & Religion 
enthusiasts visited the Buddhapadipa Buddhist 
Temple in Wimbledon as part of the new 
and exciting GCSE syllabus which looks into 
Buddhism in greater depth than ever before. 
The Thai monks looked after us excellently 
and regaled us with stories from Buddhist 
culture, history and of the late Thai king. Our 
pupils asked perceptive and curious questions, 
and enjoyed the mindfulness practice and 
meditation walk in the beautiful grounds of the 
monastery. 

Seven budding A Level philosophers 
heard Professor Richard Dawkins speak 
at the New College of Humanities on the 
“Strangeness of Science”, an exploration 
into evolutionary biology. As a philosopher, 
it is essential to attempt to understand the 
core concepts behind our discipline. Science 
emerges out of Philosophy and, as such, we 
need to understand what the questions we 
ask lead to. 

Ed Swift, Head of Philosophy & Religion

ENGLISH
This year represents the best overall 
achievement of Reed’s School in competitive 
debating as Reed’s entered teams for three 
national debating competitions. 

The first, Oxford Union Schools’ involved A 
team, Sam Hunt and Chloe Hurton, as well as B 
team, Asfand Khan and Ryan Hutchinson. Chloe 
and Sam worked indefatigably and both gave 
strong performances, remaining poised and calm 
under pressure and challenging their opposition 
with some probing points of information. They 
received very positive feedback during the 
evening, so it was no real surprise to find out that 
they had gone through to the final stage. The B 
team also gave spirited speeches with Asfand, in 
particular, being singled out for the way in which 
he identified the key elements of the argument 
and how he manipulated his language to elicit 
an emotional response. Both teams should be 
commended for their quick wit and determination 
during an intellectually challenging evening.  

In the finals at the Oxford Union, Chloe and 
Sam faced the strongest debating teams from 
leading independent and state schools across 
the UK. They debated topics such as ‘This 
house would ban the payment of ransoms’ 
and they placed first, second, fourth and third 
respectively in the four debates. We still await 
the final tab, but we know the team scored 
amongst the higher speaker points and 
this represents Reed’s best achievement in 
debating to date.

The second competition was the 
International Competition for Young 
Debaters or ICYD. Academic scholars, 
Rohan Dhand and Alexander Walden, 
debated in the Oxford Union Chamber 
at Oxford University where they tackled 
complex subjects with only 15 minutes 
to prepare each speech. They did really 
well against opposition from leading state and 
independent schools from across the 
country. 

The final competition was Cambridge 
Union Schools’ held at the New College 
of the Humanities in London. Motions 
included: ‘This house regrets the existence 
of tabloid journalism’ and ‘This house would 
pay reparations to the descendants of all 
slaves’. The A Team of Asfand Khan and 
Ryan Hutchinson came very close to making 
the final and both teams placed highly in all 
their debates.

Amanda Trehearn, Head of English

Learning about marketing at Disneyland Paris

Rohan Dhand & Alexander 

Walden at Oxford University

Academic scholars visit to 

Cambridge
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A C A D E M I C 
Preparing our pupils for the future ...

Another full schedule of events this term 
included our very popular FutureCareers 
evening to inform and inspire not only our 
pupils but also those from local state schools. A 
trip to Cambridge gave our Academic Scholars 
a taste of life at university and a Leadership 
Challenge allowed our Fourth Formers to think 
about leadership in a group situation.

F U T U R E C A R E E R S  E V E N I N G
Nearly 60 exhibitors kindly came to our 
FutureCareers evening to enlighten pupils 
about the wealth of opportunities available to 
them. From engineering to brewing, finance to 
law, medicine to performing arts, the variety of 
careers was astonishing – we are so grateful to 
the parents, Old Reedonians and local business 
associates who gave up their time to share 
knowledge and advice, demonstrating the 
close-knit community we all share at Reed’s. As 
well as current Reed’s pupils, it was good to see 
many of our future new September Sixth Form 
intake in attendance as well as guests from 
Heathside and Hinchley Wood Schools.

Sarah Butler, Director of Higher Education 
and Careers

S C H O L A R S ’  T R I P  T O  C A M B R I D G E
A group of Fifth and Lower Sixth Form Academic 
Scholars travelled to Cambridge to get a taste for 
life at one of the world’s top universities. A walk 
around Jesus College culminated in an early 
highlight of the day, a visit to a fellow’s office in 
one of the oldest (and most haunted) parts of the 
college. Professor Clackson, a Senior University 
Lecturer in Classics spoke to our students about 
life at Cambridge and the questions he commonly 
asks prospective candidates at interview. 

A visit to the Wren library, designed by 
Christopher Wren, which houses such treasures 
as Isaac Newton’s original notebook, as well as 
A. A. Milne’s manuscript of Winnie the Pooh, was 
followed by a tour around Emmanuel College, 
where scholars learnt a bit more about the vibrant 
social life at Cambridge. Finally, Old Reedonian 
Ed Hutton provided a tour of his college, Sidney 
Sussex, giving further insight into college life, 
especially the accommodation. Everyone came 
away with a sense of excitement about what could 
lie ahead, and certainly a greater appreciation for 
the beauty and history of this prestigious university.

Kate Morland, Head of Scholars & Head of 
Classics

MEDIA STUDIES
The Lower Sixth Media class took the Eurostar 
to Disneyland Paris for a series of lectures and 
workshops, as well as some time to enjoy the 
attractions in the parks. The students were 
lucky to be given rare backstage access to 
Imagineers and Cast Members who gave 
an insight into the Disney brand, marketing, 
values, audiences and advertising strategies. 
The session on Disney’s film products and the 
use of merchandising and the parks themselves 
to engage the audience was particularly useful.

In workshops, students took on the 
challenge of designing an advertising 
campaign for Disney and their marketing execs 
commented that the Reed’s ideas, using social 
media and the theme of generations for the 
25th anniversary of the parks, were some of the 
best ideas put forward by schools!

It wasn’t all hard work though, as we felt it was 
essential to experience the rides in Disneyland 
and Walt Disney Studios to get a real feel for the 
brand! “It was a fun and memorable way to learn 
more about Media and see the theories put into 
practice,” said one of the students.

Luke Michael, Head of Media Studies

M AT H S

Two brothers and three sisters form a single 
line for a photograph. The two boys refuse 
to stand next to each other. How many 
different line-ups are possible?

A 24     B. 36     C. 60     D. 72     E. 120

This is one of many challenging questions 
faced by members of the top Maths sets in 
Third, Fourth and Fifth Forms during the 
UKMT Intermediate Maths Challenge. The 
paper was a chance for the boys to gain a 
bronze, silver or gold certificate and prove 
themselves worthy against over 250,000 other 
participants across the country. The pupils 
had one hour to answer a series of questions, 
in which a wrong answer on the most complex 
questions resulted in deducted marks. The 
paper required logical thinking, mathematical 
reasoning and excellent problem-solving 
skills and the boys left the challenge having 
completed the equivalent of a mathematical 
marathon. 

Reed’s pupils achieved 12 Gold, 28 Silver 
and 15 Bronze awards; a very impressive set 
of results! 12 boys have qualified for the next 
round and we wish them the best of luck!

Terry Ha, Maths Department

L E A D E R S H I P  D E V E L O P M E N T
Pupils in the Fourth Form took time out from 
lessons for a day as part of the School’s 
leadership development programme. Initially 
they spent time reflecting on how choices 
made will influence their next few years in 
terms of A Level and degree pathways. The 
year group then engaged in a group challenge 
to build a lighthouse using paper, aluminium 
foil, sticky tape, a battery and a bulb, with 
success criteria being functionality and 
design. The boys worked really well in their 
groups and the results were amongst some of 
the best seen over the years. The aim of the 
challenge was to examine the stages of group 
development so that the boys start to think 
about their leadership in group situations in 
the future, as well as identifying opportunities 
to gain leadership experience. 

 Alex Balls, Deputy Head Pastoral

S C H O L A R S ’  L E C T U R E S 
Sixth Form Scholars held their inaugural Scholars’ 
Lecture and Dinner with a lecture delivered 
by Kara Apland, who spoke about her work in 
international development and human rights. She 
went into particular detail about setting up new 
legislation in Myanmar and the ethics involved 
in doing so, as well as her applied research into 
the area of child marriage in Bangladesh and 
Pakistan. The students responded excellently 
to the lecture and asked many pertinent and 
intelligent questions. The delicious dinner which 
followed, with conversation and sparkling water 
flowing, was enjoyed by all.

Kate Morland, Head of Scholars

Leadership development for the Fourth Form
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IT HAS BEEN A VERY BUSY TERM for the 
swimmers with no less than eight galas. 
These included our traditional inter-school 
galas against the likes of Charterhouse, 
Sutton Grammar, Wimbledon College, 
Whitgift and CLFS. 

We also competed in various regional 
galas: the Surrey Individual gala where we 
returned with two Silvers and a Gold medal 
and the Bath Cup where our senior boys 
did incredibly well to qualify for the finals in 
both the freestyle and medley relays. Top 10 
finishes in GB is by no means a small feat!

Reed’s hosted the second annual 
Cobham Cup – the highlight of the junior 
swimming calendar. Here squads from 
Parkside, Feltonfleet, Shrewsbury House and 
Danes Hill slogged it out along with our boys 
for the local crown. This year, Danes Hill took 

S P O R T
Swimming – National success again!

S P O R T
Hockey – another 
outstanding season!

IT HAS BEEN A FANTASTIC YEAR for 
Reed’s hockey and this term has seen a 
leap forward in quality at all levels: 51% 
win and 69% win/draw ratios are excellent 
returns on this circuit.

At the performance end, the 1st XI 
exceeded expectations to record some 
excellent victories. The U16A finished the 
year as Surrey Champions and runners-
up in the South Championship, and beat 
King’s Gloucester away to secure a spot 
in the National Finals at the Olympic Park. 
The U15As were Surrey runners-up and 
the U14As were Surrey Champions and 
reached the South Quarter-Final.

The 2nd XI has provided important 
players for the 1st XI and won more than 
half of their games. The 3rd XI has only 
lost once in the last two seasons and the 
U16Bs were free scoring and unbeaten, as 
were the U15Cs! Several other teams can 
boast just a single defeat in the season: the 
3rd XI, the U16As, the U16Cs, the U15Ds 

and the U14Cs. This highlights the strength 
in depth of the players in the School along 
with the quality of coaching. In this regard, 

Reed’s is the envy of many of its rivals!
James Wallis & James Norman,  

Joint Heads of Hockey

U16 Surrey Cup Winners

Matt Ferguson, Lucy Hawley and Finn Campbell 
- Surrey Individual medal winners

S P O R T
RUGBY – National 
Sevens success

THE SEVENS SQUAD FINISHED ITS 
season with a great performance at the 
National Sevens. After winning our group, 
we were set for a showdown with Epsom 
College and a very tight game took a Jack 
Kenningham barnstorming run to see us 
home and secure one of the biggest wins 
in Reed’s rugby history, putting us in the 
top tier as one of the best 18 schools in 
the competition. In the quarter finals, with 
the school watching the games on a live 
stream, we beat St Paul’s but lost out to a 
strong Bromsgrove side in the final minute. 
I couldn’t have been prouder of my team-
mates who played their best rugby ever!

Miles Wakeling (Upper Sixth),  

Rugby Captain

the Cup home in what was a very enjoyable 

event for all involved. 

Jono Douthwaite, Head of Swimming
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S P O R T
Ski Racing – Girls are Schoolgirls Champions and 
boys take U16 and U18 Parallel crowns!

THE REED’S SKI RACERS had a busy 
and tremendously successful season led 
by a cohort of incredibly talented Upper 
Sixth racers, backed up by some great 
prospects from lower down the School.

Bella Colley and Alex Lillywhite led the 
way at the Schoolgirls Championships in 
Flaine; the A team winning the individual 
giant slalom event and gaining bronze in 
the slalom saw them lift the title of Overall 
Schoolgirls Champions. The B team, an 
equally strong trio featuring Ellie Trew, 

Lauren Smith and Anna Meyler, put in 
some great performances and finished in 
fourth place overall.

The boys were also on great form at 
the Schoolboys Championships in Wengen 
and, for an amazing fourth consecutive 
time, took both the U16 and U18 team 
parallel slalom events in some very tight 
head-to-head races with a host of top 10 
finishes. The U18 boys, George Dendle, 
Oli Stuart, Morgan Davies and Calum 
Pitkethly, held off a strong challenge from 
Tonbridge in the final, whilst Calum Clarke, 
Markus Kadrnka, James Colley and Adam 
Fluck beat Sherbourne in another set of 
close races. In the individual races Calum 
Pitkethly and Callum Clarke led the way 
with U18 giant slalom gold and a Slalom 
silver medal respectively with a host of 
other top 10 finishes.

The successful schools season finished 
off at the Interschools Challenge in Pila, 
with racers from over 100 English, French, 
Italian and Swiss schools. Medals were 
gained by no less than nine Reed’s skiers 

with top 10 finishes for many others.

Mark Vernon, Head of Skiing

WOW, WHAT A SEASON FOR THE 1ST 
TEAM! After a successful season last year, the 
players were keen to maintain and improve 
their win ratio and, with the addition of four new 
star players, the opposition had little chance. 
At the beginning of the season we entered the 
Surrey County Tournament for the first time 
and finished in a very respectable third place. 
Then came the Bradfield College Tournament 
where, despite having met hard opposition the 
previous year, the girls were full of enthusiasm, 
played outstandingly well and the score sheet 
showed this. Another highlight of the season 
was the 50 plus goal win against CLFS, the 
highest ever scored by Reed’s 1st team!

The 2nd team had high standards to 
aspire to from the previous year, but our 
inspiring captain led the versatile team to a 
memorable number of victories. The majority 
of the team was made up of new Lower 
Sixth girls, who quickly gelled with the two 
Upper Sixth players who had moved up 
from the 3rds last year, showing their great 
improvement in skill and ability.

The 3rd team had a tough season but was 
led all the way with positivity and enthusiasm 
by the captain. The girls improved massively 
as the season progressed with excellent 
defending and some impressive link-up play 
in the middle. It also helped that the shooters 
were at the top of their game all season!

The 4th team celebrated a number 
of victories with a triumphant win of 25-4 
against Ewell Castle acting as a kick start 
for a very successful season. The 5th team 
had an enjoyable season with some tricky 
matches, but the girls always fought hard 
and made excellent progress throughout the 
term with their positive approach to practices 
and determination to improve. The 6th team 
struggled to get fixtures, but showed great 
commitment and enthusiasm.

This year, we were again able to field six 
strong netball teams due to the continuing 
high level of participation and enthusiasm from 
the girls. 

Lucy Balls, Head of Girls’ Sport

S P O R T
Netball – Enthusiasm and 
determination high in an 
amazing season!

Overall Schoolgirls Champions

U16 Parallel Champions
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OLD REEDONIAN  
Alex van Holk, at the Andrew Reed Lecture

Sunday 23rd April
FOUNDATION & BENEFACTORS’ 
SERVICE  
7:15pm in the Chapel

Tuesday 25th April
SUMMER CONCERT 
at 7:30pm, St Martin of Tours Church, Epsom

Saturday 6th May
OPEN MORNING 
Please see website for full details and timings

Saturday 13th May
MAY BALL 
7pm at Mercedes-Benz World in Weybridge

Tuesday 23rd May
LOWER SCHOOL MUSIC RECITAL 
7pm in the Assembly Hall

Friday 27th May
UPPER SIXTH LEAVERS’ BALL 
7pm at Sandown

Thursday 15th June
ART AND DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY 
EXHIBITION 
Private view at 7pm in the Assembly Hall

Saturday 17th June
FORS ‘FAMILY FIESTA’ EVENT 
7pm in the Marquee

Monday 19th June
‘DRAMA IN A DAY’ & ART EXHIBITION 
for The Close at 7pm in the Assembly Hall

Tuesday 20th June
FUTUREUNI FAIR 
2pm in the Assembly Hall

Sunday 25th June
OLD REEDONIANS REUNION DAY
12 noon in the Marquee 

Saturday 1st July
SPEECH DAY 
11am on 12 Acre

Please note these events and timings may be subject to 
alteration; remember to check www.reeds.surrey.sch.uk for 
the most up-to-date information.

A WIDE CROSS SECTION OF THE 
REED’S COMMUNITY attended 
the 2017 Andrew Reed Lecture. 
The purpose of this annual Lecture 
Series is to recognise how the vision 
and values of our Founder, the 
prominent philanthropist and social 
reformer, Rev. Dr Andrew Reed, 
are still relevant in today’s society. 
Alex van Holk, Old Reedonian and 
Paralympian, delivered the address 
speaking on ‘Resilience in the 21st 

Century’.
Alex was paralysed after a 

terrible car accident in December 
2000 when he was in the Lower 
Sixth Form at Reed’s. In a tragic 
set of circumstances, just a few 
months later his younger brother, 
also a Reedonian, was killed by a 
car when crossing a road.  Although 
a keen sportsman while at Reed’s, 
Alex had no prior rowing experience.  
However, inspired by the 2012 
Paralympics, he took up the sport, 
participating in the 2015 World 
Championships and qualifying to 
row for the Netherlands at the 2016 
Rio Paralympics where he came first 
in his class. His determination and 

F O R T H C O M I N G  E V E N T S
Summer Term 2017

resilience saw him balance a strict 
training regime with a demanding 
career as an investment banker at 
Morgan Stanley.

Every guest felt privileged to be 
there and share Alex’s journey, each 
taking away something from his wise 
words. It was evident that his resilience 
not only came from within but also 
from knowing he had the support of 
his parents and the community around 
him. This sense of community is what 
Reed’s is all about.

Alex concluded his speech by 
reflecting on how the School’s values 
continue to play an important role in 
his life. He has learnt through his 
own circumstances the importance 
of: compassion – both giving and 
receiving; taking responsibility 
for one’s deeds and actions; 
demonstrating integrity to lead a 
positive life and, of course, resilience 
– a quality he has in abundance.  To 
end with a quote from Alex would 
seem appropriate: ‘Live up to the 
values of the School, use them to 
embrace life and enjoy the ride!’

Kathryn Bartram, Development & 
Marketing Director

Old Reetonian Alex van Holk at the Andrew Reed Lecture


