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ACHIEVEMENTS
Orchestra of City soloist 
Running in Surrey Championship
Elmbridge Creative Writing Comp

THE ARTS
“Sense and Sensibility”
Jeremiah Brothers
Woking Drama Festival

ACADEMIC
Debating Training at Oxford Union
European Day of Languages
History Battlefields Trip
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1st XV Rugby Team Excel
U13 Tennis National Champions
England Dry Ski Champions

EVENTS
Opening of the Jarrett Cricket Centre
The Reggae Show
‘Emil & the Detectives’
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| ACHIEVEMENTS

I N D I V I D U A L  S U C C E S S

MUSIC

Lower Sixth Music Scholar, Amber Emson, 

recently appeared as Violin soloist with the 

Orchestra of the City at St James’ Piccadilly in 

London giving a mesmerising performance of 

Édouard Lalo’s “Symphonie Espagnole”. 

ENGLISH

Tom Hudson and Keir Edkins-O’Brien (Third Form) 

placed first and third respectively in the Elmbridge 

Annual Creative Writing Competition. Their work 

was read out by professional authors at a special 

event at Riverhouse Arts Centre, Walton on Thames.

MUSIC

Music Scholar, Will Everitt (Third Form), was 

runner-up in the Under 18s Technology 

Composition Competition, run by Richmond 

Music Trust.

SWIMMING

Matthew Ferguson (Lower Sixth) has made 

it through to the second phase of Swim 

England’s Talent Programme.

CROSS COUNTRY

Mack Downey (Fourth Form) and Hennie Owen 

(Lower Sixth) have been selected to run for 

North East Surrey in the upcoming Surrey 

Championships.

SPORT

Guy Laville (Lower Sixth) won a bronze in the 

Spanish Open Pickleball Championships with 

300 players, including ten USA professionals.

CHARITY  NEWS
an impressive endeavour

MEMBERS OF BLATHWAYT HANDED 
OVER A CHEQUE to the Rainbow Trust 
Children’s Charity, their chosen House 
Charity. The Rainbow Trust is a local 
children’s charity that enables families who 
have a child with a life-threatening illness to 
make the most of time together; providing 
expert, practical and emotional support. 

Over the course of last year, members 
of the House raised in excess of £5,000 
through events such as the House Charity 
Revue, cakes sales, darts competition and 

the annual 10k run in London. We are very 
proud of everyone who has been involved in 
these endeavours over the past year, this is 

an impressive amount of money! 
Gareth Hart, Blathwayt Housemaster

Blathwayt Charity Cheque



3 |

THE ARTS | 

D R A M A
Engaging, impressive and natural performances

“SENSE AND SENSIBILITY”, our main 
production for 2017, was an impressive 
play, in classic Reed’s style, with a moving 
stage, pop soundtrack, two parallel eras 
and no seats. 

Jess Mason as Elinor and Maddie Disney 
as her young passionate sister, Marianne, 
acted and sang their hearts out from the first 
scene to the very last, and the audience was 
hooked. They enabled the large and talented 
cast to perform around them in a whirlwind 
of broken promises, unrequited love and 
emboldened characters, mirrored expertly 
by the constantly changing stage and space. 

Supporting the impressive leads, the 
girls’ mother and younger sibling, played 
by Charlotte Gray and Cameron Anderson 
respectively, provided natural performances 
and their roles in the novel were reflected by 
the acting relationships on set. 

The casting was inspired too, as the fit 
of Sam Moldon to Edward Ferrars, and of 
Beau Roberts to the dashing Willoughby, for 
example, were spot on. Frankie Cragg was 
a convincingly unpleasant Fanny Dashwood 
and Piers Montgomery and Anna Leigh-
Pollitt were at the vanguard of the play’s 
humour as the indefatigable Sir John 

Middleton and Mrs Jennings. 
I also enjoyed the interventions from Jane 

Austen herself (played by Serena Fleming) as 
we did occasionally need some direction as 
an audience and a minute or so to catch 
our breath. It gave so many pupils a chance 
to perform in front of generous audiences 
and it engaged with our community. 
Congratulations to everyone involved!

Ian Clapp, Senior Master

THE FOURTH FORM DRAMA CLASS 
opened the 59th Woking Drama Festival 
with a devised performance titled “What 
Are You So Afraid Of?” The play dealt with 
all types of fear: everything from heights to 
ducks, from ageing to coat hangers. In a 
series of short, and often comic, scenes and 
monologues, each of the cast performed to 
an exceptional standard.

The stage was filled with over 350 
balloons, some of which contained LED 
lights, which resulted in, as adjudicator 
Jennifer Scott-Reid put it, “an opening 
that was incredibly effective and beautifully 
simple”. She also commented that the play 
was full of “wonderful little touches”, that 
“the symbolism was so powerful” and that 
“it was absolutely on the money”.

The actors were commended for their 
“confident skills and good commitment” and, 
in particular, for “wonderful chorus work”.

Tim Silk, Director of Drama

Scenes from “Sense and Sensibility”

an opening that was 
incredibly effective ... the 

symbolism was  
so powerful

“What are you so afraid of?” at the Woking Drama Festival



| THE ARTS

4 |

THE JEREMIAH BROTHERS IN CONCERT 
at Reed’s! The Music department was 
privileged to host a very special all-day visit 
from two extraordinary musicians: Kevin 
and Cieran Jeremiah, who have achieved 
successes at the very pinnacle of British 
pop music as members of Brit nominated 
band ‘The Feeling’ and as a fraternal duo.

The day began with two lectures for our 
senior musicians by Kevin Jeremiah, focusing 
primarily on mixing techniques but also 
affording them a candid view into the more 
remote corners of life in the music industry.  

The main event of the day was a sold-
out evening performance of the Jeremiah 
Brothers’ recently released eponymous 
debut album with orchestrations written 
by our own Director of Music, Iain 
Carnegie. To say that the Reed’s string 
and percussion musicians supported the 
Brothers’ performance would be to do them 
a huge disservice. Their playing lifted and 
transformed their enchanting songs and 
reconfigured them into something entirely 
new and deeply affecting. 

The brothers also handed over lead 
vocal duties during performances of classic 
“The Feeling” hits “Fill my Little World” and 
“Sewn” as students Myles Billington, Jess 
Mason and Dan Foulger took the limelight.

We were all touched and inspired by the 
unique combination of flagrant talent and 
warm humility exhibited by the Jeremiah 
Brothers. It was a truly extraordinary evening!

THE CLOSE HOUSE MUSIC COMPETITION 
was an enormous triumph. We were 
fortunate to welcome the charismatic 
Director of Music from Whitgift School, 
Rosanna Whitfield, to adjudicate the contest. 
In the first round, House Ensembles, Hari 
Bowry utterly embodied David Byrne in 
Royal Wanstead’s energetic performance of 
“Psycho Killer”, however Clapton took the 
round with their oom-pah reimagining of 
Schubert’s “The Trout”.

The second round was a very strong 
showcase of remarkable solo talent. The 
adjudicator struggled to choose between 
the players and commended every one 
in the most glowing terms but eventually 
decided to award joint first, second and 
third places. For the second year running, 
Sam Glassborow amazed with his ability on 
the French horn and he shared the first prize 
with Luca Spadano whose performance 

M U S I C 
An extraordinary 
evening of talent

of Bach’s fiendish “Italian Concerto” 
was extraordinary. Ollie Hewitt and Tom 
Sprackling shared second place with their 
fabulous performances on cornet and violin 
respectively and third place was shared by 
Owen Lewis and Oliver Alexander for their 
vocal talents. 

The final round was the famous “House 
Shout” - every boy sang with determination 
and passion for their House and for their 
palpable love of the music. The final result 
saw Clapton’s rendition of “I’m A Believer” 
take the top spot, enabling them to push 
just in front of Royal Putney for first place 
with Royal Wanstead in third. 

Every member of the Music Department 
put their all into a competition they genuinely 
love and, if the roisterous cheers upon hearing 
the results are an adequate metric, they have 
good reason to think the boys love it too!

Simeon Smith, Music Department

The Jeremiah Brothers in concert at Reed’s

Talented musicians at The Close House Music Competition
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A R T 
Inspiring and busy term

THE FIRST TERM OF SCHOOL is always 
a busy time for the Art department with 
a number of trips to set the scene for the 
year’s projects. 

The GCSE Art class headed off for a 
“Walk Through Art” at Tate Britain where 
visual analysis skills were called for, 
followed by looking at the use of materials 
at Tate Modern. A Level Fine Artists studied 
Contemporary and Renaissance portraiture 
at the National Portrait Gallery before 
having a look at Impressionist painting 
techniques at The National Gallery. The 
AS Photographers and Graphic Designers 
took a trip to the RHS Gardens at Wisley 
to study its corporate identity and use the 
vast horticultural collection as inspiration 
for their photography. It has been a real 

pleasure to see how inspired the pupils 
were to view real works of art and to see 
what a difference making a trip can be to 
their work.   

Alison Johnson, Head of Art

THE FIRST FORM EMBARKED ON A TRIP 
to the British Museum to view the Ancient 
Greek vases in real life. The excursion 
follows their scheme of practical work 
which focuses on the animals and patterns 
seen on the vases. They were tasked with 
drawing some of the patterns and animal 
imagery as a source of inspiration in their 

sketchbooks. 
It was incredible to see how content 

they were in this environment while 
sketching. After lunch, the group went 
to the National Gallery to look at a series 
of large-scale paintings by Titian and 
Giordano and hear a lecture about the 
works from one of the gallery lecturers. 
This was a highlight of the trip, and it 
was incredible to hear how much prior 
knowledge some of the boys had about 
the mythological stories.

Mark Farmer, Art Department

The First Form embarked on 
a trip to the British Museum 

to view the Ancient Greek 
vases ...  It was incredible to 
see how content they were 

in this environment while 
sketching.

First Form art trip to the British Museum

Fine Art trip - Beau Roberts in the BP Portrait 
Award Gallery
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A C A D E M I C  T R I P S  &  E V E N T S
to develop curiosity ...

ENGLISH
Upper Sixth formers studying “The Great Gatsby” 
as one of their set texts enjoyed an immersive, 
theatrical experience. Entering a secret location 
they were transported back in time to a 1920s Jazz 
Age party interlaced with the drama of F. Scott 
Fitzgerald’s tale of lust and liquor. Throughout the 
night the audience were drawn into the action by the 
characters to help uncover Gatsby’s dark secrets 
and help Tom Buchanan use them to expose 
Gatsby. Upper Sixth Former, Piers Montgomery, 
commented, “This wasn’t merely a production, it 
was an eye opener to the world of the 1920s and 
essential to the studying of “The Great Gatsby” in 
our English A Level this year.”

We celebrated this year’s National Poetry 
Day (theme “freedom”) at Reed’s with a number 
of initiatives ranging from freedom-poetry themed 
lessons, the opportunity to create some magnetic 
poetry writing at lunch time, a poetry-themed treasure 
hunt and, of course, a poetry writing competition 
open to the whole school. Sixth Formers studying 
English had a visit from inventive performance poet, 
Luke Wright, who worked with pupils in the afternoon 
to unleash their creative talent. Amy Berton (Upper 
Sixth) reported that this involved, “animated group 
discussions along with quiet exercises requiring 
even more self-reflection. We focused on making 
metaphors or similes that are unique, imaginative and 
non-clichéd, thus creating a language that is more 
alive, expressive and efficient in communicating an 
idea or emotion to a reader.” 

In preparation for the new debating season 
four pupils travelled to Brighton to be trained by a 
representative from the Oxford Union. They learned 
more about how British Parliamentary Debating 
works and considered how to approach the motion: 
“This house would allow intelligence agencies to 
torture terror suspects.” The speaker introduced 
the boys to the prospect of applying to study at the 
University of Oxford and inspired them to continue to 
work hard in their studies. All four boys will compete 
in competitions during the course of the year that 
include Oxford Union Schools, Cambridge Union 
Schools and the International Competition for Young 
Debaters held at the Oxford Union.

Amanda Trehearn, Head of English

CLASSICS
Fourth Formers studying Classical Civilisation 
paid a visit to the British Museum for a day of 
total immersion in Greek and Roman culture. 
They started in the Mycenaean room, marvelling 
at artefacts which were over 3,000 years old and 

moved on to view the Elgin Marbles. These famous 
chunks of the Parthenon, controversially removed 
by Lord Elgin in 1801, captivated our team of 
budding classicists. Finally, the boys enjoyed 
looking through the Roman and Greek life rooms, 
particularly noting the cabinets dedicated to our 
favourite heroes: Hercules, Theseus and Odysseus.

Kate Morland, Head of Classics

The Reed’s School Classics Debating team, 
comprising Daniel Carr, Ewan Stacey and Alfie Baker, 
competed against Cranleigh School in a debate 
entitled “Greece vs. Rome”. The Reed’s team 
represented the Greeks and elected to base their 
defence around Greek artistic culture, their impact 
on posterity, and the Athenian encouragement of 
liberty. Whilst the Cranleigh team presented strong 
arguments about Rome’s military superiority and 
imperial success, thanks to superior analysis and 
explanation of the evidence given, team Reed’s 
was judged to have defended Greece more 
successfully and took the victory!

Sacha Gibbins, Classics Department

GEOGRAPHY
Pupils studying Geography for GCSE enjoyed 
mostly fine weather on the Jurassic Coast for 
their residential field trip to study a range of 
coastal processes and landforms – literally 
bringing their GCSE textbook case studies to 
life. After gathering data at Swanage for use 
in their physical geography investigation, 
a real highlight was an ice-cream in the sunshine 
over lunch at Studland Bay! The pupils acquitted 
themselves extremely well, demonstrating curiosity 
to learn and resilience during the one heavy rain 
shower we faced.

Upper Sixth geographers visited West 
Somerset to gather data for use in their A 
Level coursework. They spent time during 
the first day experimenting with different field 
techniques at Minehead and Porlock Bay and 
worked on project proposals and analysis in 
the evening. The next day was spent data 
collecting - students headed to various 
locations to gather their own information: 
rumour had it that Matthew Drew measured 
400 pebbles and that there is nobody left in 
Minehead that Richard Fourie and Ewan Stacey 
didn’t interview!

Lower Sixth students were able to take part in 
invaluable extension opportunities at two lectures. 
At the first they heard a thought-provoking talk by 
Prof. David Simon of Royal Holloway about the 

Sixth Form poetry writing

National Poetry Day

Visiting the British Museum
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way in which authorities need to balance 
the challenges posed by global population 
growth with the opportunities afforded 
by new technology. The second was a 
lecture by the Office for National Statistics 
about their latest projections for the UK’s 
population size and structure. The speaker 
gave excellent examples of the importance 
of using hard data to create projections 
that have implications for a whole range of 
geographical problems, such as where to 
locate new housing and where to try to attract 
new migrant populations to settle. 

Jon Ross, Head of Geography

Three very keen geographers - Alexander 
Johnstone and Matthew Mostyn (both First 
Form) and Sam Reeve (Third Form) - took part 
in the Annual World Wise Geography quiz. 
There were six rounds and the team answered 
questions on locations, map skills, fieldwork 
and general world knowledge. The boys 
showed superb geographical knowledge 
and worked extremely hard as a team to 
come an impressive second overall!

Jonathan Finnerty, Geography 
Department

MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES
Another packed term of activities and 
extension work for the MFL Department! 
The whole school celebrated European Day 
of Languages and the 6,000+ languages 
spoken around the world in a range of fun and 
interactive activities throughout the day. Paul 
Hughes, a visiting speaker, enthused pupils 
with his personal experiences of overcoming the 
challenge of dyslexia and reminded them of the 
importance of learning a foreign language. Paul is 
multi-lingual (Russian, Arabic and Pashto) and his 
experiences coupled with his joie-de-vivre made 
his talk a memorable one. Sessions in Japanese, 
Italian and Arabic ran throughout the day allowing 
pupils the chance to try different languages and a 
series of quizzes allowed their natural competitive 
natures to come out!

Throughout the term a series of activities have 
run to stretch our GCSE and A Level pupils. From 
a Tour de France event to a talk on German colony, 
Namibia, and a trip to London to see a performance in 
Spanish of “La Casa de Bernarda Alba” by Federico 
García Lorca, all languages were represented.

Café Lingua presented a talk on “La Casa 
de Bernarda Alba” to our Sixth Form Spanish 
linguists. Dr Bonaddio, from King’s College, 
London spoke in Spanish giving an inspirational 
insight into Lorca’s poetry and use of metaphors 
in his play. We were delighted that several 

schools in the area also attended. It was a fantastic 
lecture and hopefully the linguistic buzz inspired 
our students to read further on the topic.

The term ended when we hosted the European 
Challenge organised by the Business Language 
Champions. Several schools in the area joined the 
linguistic challenge. Specifically aimed at GCSE 
pupils studying languages and, with 70% of UK 
companies now trading internationally, languages 
were shown to be vital for marketing and selling 
products in other countries. Throughout the day 
pupils had to show off their business and linguistic 
skills by booking a hotel, buying equipment for 
their stand at the trade fair, presenting a two-
minute pitch to a panel of judges, producing a 
flyer and finally creating an advert on radio, all in 
French, German or Spanish.

Fleur Cramoisan, Head of Modern Foreign 
Languages

HISTORY
Siegfried Sassoon’s poem “The General” depicts 
two unfortunate soldiers, soon to be lost amongst 
the carnage of the Great War, slogging up to Arras 
“with rifle and pack”. Pupils in the Third Form at 
Reed’s made the same journey but were lucky 
enough to be chauffeured there in style and treated 
to crisp autumnal sunshine as opposed to the deep 
snow which encumbered the soldiers who launched 
their attack there in April 100 years ago. 

Our two-day whistle-stop tour of the Great War 
battlefields is always fascinating, but perhaps it was 
more emotional this year: not only were we able to 
pick out the name of the youngest Old Reedonian (a 
mere 16-years-and-10-months old) known to have 
served and died in the Great War, but we finished 
the tour with a commemorative service at the grave 
of Hugh Broughton. Broughton died in 1918 and has 
only recently been identified as an Old Reedonian. 
Therefore, it is entirely possible that the wreath pupil, 
Laurence Ernest, laid at his grave could be the first 
acknowledgement of his personal sacrifice in the 
past 99 years.

Adam Waller, Head of History

The GCSE trip to Berlin was packed with activities, 
trips, tours and sights. Over two days we visited 
concentration camps, the Olympic stadium, the Berlin 
Wall, the Reichstag, a Soviet solitary super prison and 
took a bike tour around the city, learning more about the 
wall, the last days of the war, and the daring escapes 
made by people fleeing from the Soviet sector. 

The trip was immense fun, certainly one of 
the best History trips that I have experienced. It 
gave us a physical representation of the topics that 
we have learned about in lessons, a real sense of 
scale and allowed us to understand the gravity of 
the topics we have studied. 

Harry Hayley, Fifth Form

European Day of Languages

Third Form trip to the Battlef ields

History trip to Berlin

Philosophy & Religion debate
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A C A D E M I C 
Preparing our pupils for the future ...

PHILOSOPHY & RELIGION
Debating has been a theme for the Philosophy 
& Religion department this term. Sixth Form 
philosophers and seasoned English debaters 
met at the Southbank Centre for a fascinating 
afternoon of discussion and debate centred 
around the idea of faith and the impact of religion 
in the modern world. First, a panel of experienced 
political aides and journalists questioned the true 
meaning of “jihad”, leading to a lively conversation 
about whether understanding of the term has fared 
better in countries adhering to strict secularism, or 
to the principle of multi-faith dialogue. 

Next came the keynote address of the event 
with author and columnist, Karen Armstrong, 
evaluating how much of the violence carried out, 
ostensibly in the name of religion, has its basis in 
religion itself, or to what extent is it in fact down 
to either a misinterpretation of scripture, or other 
motivations altogether. Naturally, the question 
raised more debate in the mind of the listener over 
what constitutes the essence of a religion itself, 
and whether such an essence can ever be said to 
be definitive. Overall, one did not need to agree 
with the speakers to enjoy this event and much of 
the relish lay in the fact one often didn’t, which has 
always been the best part of both debating and 
philosophy.  

Sam Hunt, Lower Sixth Form

Dr Stephen Law, Head of Philosophy at Heythrope 
College, University of London, and author of multiple 
books on Humanism and Philosophy, met Gelong 
Thubten, a Tibetan Buddhist monk of 24 years, 
at our inaugural Philosophy & Religion Debate. 

The aim was to promote a deep and enriching 
academic curiosity amongst our pupils, as well 
as encouraging independent thought. The nature 
of this debate was to encourage a respectful 
engagement with tough issues and promote 
a resilience of mind in the face of differences of 
opinion. The audience of Fourth to Sixth Formers 
were witness to an Oxford-style debate which 
delved into the depths of the issue, exercising 
minds and facilitating critical evaluation of both 
perspectives.

Ed Swift, Head of Philosophy & Religion

Four Lower Sixth philosophers went to the New 
College of the Humanities in London for a Q&A 
session with the Master of the College, Professor 
A.C. Grayling, who is often known as the Fifth 
Horseman of New Atheism, along with the likes 
of Richard Dawkins and the late Christopher 
Hitchens. He is an academic celebrity amongst 
philosophers and a devout and passionate 
Humanist. 

Professor Grayling answered questions 
on a number of various and wildly differing 
topics, most notably the study of knowledge 
and what we can truly know (epistemology), 
and the definition of the human conscience. We 
were awestruck by the detail with which he 
answered our questions and were inspired by 
his knowledge and his analytical and lateral 
thinking process. We would like to thank Mr 
Swift for organising such an enlightening trip and 
for continuing to give us weekly opportunities to 
expand our knowledge and thinking beyond the 
course. 

Throughout the year we run a series of FutureCareers 
Seminars, all of which realise one of our core values, 
Independence, by preparing pupils for the future. 
Our Assembly Hall was almost full to capacity with 
pupils and parents who came along to the first one 
of the term on Engineering. We were very fortunate to 
be joined by four guest speakers who represented a 
good cross-section of the engineering industry. 

Bob Barton (current parent) and Director of 
Barton Engineering set the scene, providing advice 
on the various professional bodies, qualifications 
and routes into engineering. He was followed by 
Old Reedonian, Harry Curtis (Capel 2010), who 
spoke about why he made the decision to study 
electronic engineering at university and what that 
involved, culminating in him now being a product 
development engineer at Vision Engineering.

Another Old Reedonian, Ismail Laher 
(Blathwayt 1994), of Bradbrook Consulting gave 
an in-depth and fascinating account of ‘A day 
in the life of a civil engineer’ and Simon Lacey 
(current parent) spoke about his passion for 
his work and what he looks for when recruiting 
engineers into McLaren Automotive, a vital area 
for our pupils to understand.

The next Seminar asked the question – 
“What does a Business Management degree lead 
to”? There is such a wide and varied selection 
of business-related university courses that, 
sometimes, identifying the right degree can be a 
bit of a minefield, let alone knowing if the skills 
learned can be applied to the world of work.  To 
provide some complementary guidance to the 
pupils we were delighted to welcome back four 

Business Management Careers Seminar

Lecture on elliptical curves at  

the Science Museum

Third Formers at Bletchley Park

Ryan Hutchinson, Michael Dobbs & 

Sam Hunt
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... he implored them to 
be creative and not be 

constrained in their thinking 
by what others say. His 

points echo the School’s 
core values of curiosity and 

independence.

Old Reedonian speakers who came from a wide 
variety of fields, ranging from an Account Director 
at Nuffield Health, a Design Associate at Lagardère 
Sports and a Senior Account Executive at Lewis 
Global Communications.

Each studied a variety of courses at different 
universities, so our guests were able to paint a rich 
picture of their journey from Reed’s to university to 
industry, imparting their advice and knowledge and 
offering some real-life examples of the relevance of 
a good business degree.

Sharmaine Matthews, Assistant Alumni 
Director & Sarah Butler, Director of Higher 

Education and Careers

As part of the General Studies curriculum we were 
extremely privileged to welcome Michael Dobbs, the 
Conservative politician who served as Chief of Staff 
to Margaret Thatcher and, of course, the bestselling 
author of “House of Cards” to Reed’s. 

He gave a highly engaging speech to Sixth 
Formers on a number of topics ranging from 
his own experiences at the very heart of British 
government to amusing anecdotes about the 
writing process behind “House of Cards” (and 
its subsequent evolution into a TV series) to the 
deep-seated insecurities which he believes have 
driven most politicians who have traditionally been 
regarded as “great”. Questions asked by pupils 

were intelligent and wide ranging, including one 
on the West’s use of “soft power” in China and 
another on exploitation of positions of power in 
the world of film. 

Afterwards, Ryan Hutchinson and I had the 
pleasure of joining him and Reed’s Joint-President, 
Lord Bridgeman, for lunch, during which some 
fascinating conversation topics arose. Listening to 
Dobbs draw on his wealth of political experience to 
address such issues as the legacies of former Prime 
Ministers and the influence of the 1960s anti-war 
movement in America was very thought provoking.

Sam Hunt, Lower Sixth Form pupil

A C A D E M I C
STEM news - Science, Technology, Engineering & Maths

It is always more exciting to learn ecology in real 
situations rather than from a textbook, so our 
Upper Sixth biologists decamped to the Isle of 
Wight to do just that!

Pupils studied energy transfer in the Medina 
estuary; variation, competition, predation, random 
and systematic sampling on Bembridge rocky shore 
and succession at St Helen’s salt marsh.  The energy 
transfer data was recorded on paper whilst the rocky 
shore data and findings were statistically analysed 
and presented by each of the eight groups to the 
class. Teachers scored and the on-site tutor critiqued 
inaccurate scientific method and expression in order 
to perfect the use of scientific jargon to gain A and A* 
grades in the examinations! The salt marsh data was 
written up officially in practical books back at school. 
A fun and highly productive trip.

Leanne Paterson, Head of Biology 

TECHNOLOGY
The GreenPower Challenge team (Rory Lee, Ethan 
Cox, Robert Muir and Callum Cobb) took to the 
TopGear track at Dunsfold for this year’s London 
and South East heat in “Futuretech1”.

The 90-minute race must include several pit 
stops for driver changes but can only use one set 
of batteries. The weather was near perfect, albeit a 
little windy on the back straight. All four boys drove 
with aplomb and completed driver changes like well-
greased eels, with the car hardly coming to rest. Some 
of the other cars were well developed and as fast as 
usual; ‘FutureTech1’ finished in a mid-field position. 

Our next prototype vehicle, ‘FutureTech2’, is 
currently in development and this will hopefully make 
us far more competitive in the upcoming races.

Paul Millington, Head of Design & Technology

ENGINEERING
Interested pupils from Fourth to Lower Sixth 
Form attended the Institute of Engineering and 
Technology’s annual Christmas Lecture. It was 
given by Dr Mirko Kovac from Imperial College’s 
Aerial Robotics Laboratory and was entitled “Bio-
inspired flying robots for smart cities”. 

Dr Kovac spoke about how bees, flies, spiders 
and even diving birds are sources of inspiration for 
the next generation of drones. By using the natural 
world as a starting point, he and his team are 
developing drones that will hopefully aid in disaster 
rescue, maintenance and repair in hazardous 
environments such as nuclear reactors, and even 
help to build structures faster, more cheaply and 
with lower carbon footprints. 

Much of what he spoke about was cutting-
edge research, with one video from a paper 
that had only been published two weeks before 
the lecture. When asked by one of the Reed’s 
pupils for advice on how to get into Robotic 
Engineering he implored them to be creative and 
not be constrained in their thinking by what others 
say. His points echo the School’s core values of 
curiosity and independence.

Dr Alex Thompson, Science Department

MATHS
Pupils in the Second Form went on their first 
ever Maths trip to Bletchley Park, home to the 
codebreakers of WW2. They learnt about how 
Bletchley Park was used before and during the 
war, what kinds of codes were cracked there and, 
of course, about the life and work of Alan Turing. 
The boys showed their mathematical prowess in 
cracking multiple codes to unveil the name of an 
infamous spy, used one of the wartime Enigma 

machines and saw one of the Bombe computers 
(used to decipher the Enigma code) in action, 
solving the problem of sorting through a staggering 
15,000,000,000,000,000,000 possible combinations 
and identifying the correct one.

Further Mathematicians in the Sixth Form 
(along with budding Third Form mathematician, Alan 
Dawson) took part in the UK Senior Maths Challenge. 
After a gruelling set of 25 questions over the course of 
an hour-and-a-half, the pupils gained 1 Gold, 4 Silvers 
and 5 Bronzes between them, a brilliant achievement! 
Matthew Moran qualified for the British Mathematical 
Olympiad, the first person to do this at Reed’s! 

Some of the best mathematicians attended 
an Oxford Public Mathematics Lecture on 
elliptical curves at the Science Museum. The 
guest speaker was Sir Andrew Wiles, almost 
certainly the greatest living mathematician, 
who shot to fame when his proof of Fermat’s 
last conjecture (a^n+b^n≠c^n for n>2) was 
published after almost 10 years of study. In 
the lecture Sir Andrew discussed what it takes 
to become a great mathematician and gave 
some valuable advice for pupils preparing for 
university mathematics, most topical! It was 
an excellent trip which left us all in awe of Sir 
Wiles’ achievements and truly showed just 
how addictive mathematics really is. 

Terry Ha, Maths Department
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AN EXCITING TERM FOR GIRLS’ HOCKEY 
with large numbers representing the school 
and a first multi-sport hockey and netball tour 
to Spain and Gibraltar that saw over a third of 
the girls in the Sixth Form travel. Training and 
matches at the Gibraltar International Hockey 
Stadium were the highlights.

The 1st XI had a very successful season, 
winning over 25 matches despite a tough 
start, as key cup games were held just as 

G I R L S ’  H O C K E Y
Best season ever due to hard work, drive and determination! 

R U G B Y
Team spirit and togetherness produce an excellent season

THE 1ST XV HAS EXCELLED THIS SEASON, 
culminating in finishing the 2017-18 season 
eighth in the country, based on merit, reaching 
the National Vase quarter-final and being 
unbeaten in Saturday fixtures!

Since the First Form I’d aspired to play 
for the 1st XV rugby team - for me the 
results don’t truly define just how special this 
season has been. From the beginning we 
set out to improve in every match we played 
and, looking back to our pre-season tour to 
Macclesfield, it’s clear that we achieved this 
aim. With this has come a team spirit and 
togetherness, none of which could have 
been done without Rugby Professional, 
Steve Pope, who helped us improve 
enormously. On behalf of the team I’d also 
like to thank Head of Rugby, Mr Talbot, for 
making it all possible; what I have learnt from 
you over the years has been invaluable.

The senior teams set the standard for 
all to follow; in seven of the Saturday blocks 
they had clean sweeps of wins or draws. At 

the team was establishing itself. Outdoors 
they won the Lord Wandsworth Super 7s, 
were runners-up in both the St Mary’s and 
the KCS Tournaments, and only lost one 
regular school fixture. Indoor competitions 
saw the team exceeding expectations, 
winning through two qualifying tournaments 
to reach the South Finals for only the second 
time ever. These successes reflect the hard 
work and effort the girls put into bettering 

themselves, both collectively and individually, 
as well as the drive and determination of 
Captain, Hannah Birchall.

The 2nd XI, led excellently by Zara 
Freeman, reached the semi-finals of the KCS 
tournament, as well as competing strongly 
throughout the season. The number of players 
that experienced 2nd team hockey bodes 
well for the continued growth of the sport. 
Holly Windibank had a superb season in goal 
making many crucial saves, whilst many others 
played their part in the team’s development.

The 3rd XI played some entertaining 
hockey and had some exciting games. The 
enthusiasm and fun spirit that they played 
with helped them improve over the season 
and saw players regularly move up to the 2nd 
XI as they developed. Captain, Alice Huntley, 
deserves recognition for her leadership of the 
side and the commitment she has shown.

Lucy Balls, Head of Girls’ Sport

Girls 1st XI Hockey tournament Girls indoor Hockey team

U16 Rugby

Jack Kenningham - Captain of Rugby

2nd and 3rd XV level they achieved 12 wins 
and a draw from their 16 games. The basis 
of these results has come from consistent 
selection and working hard in training. 

The U16 age group has had to adapt 
to new coaches and understanding a 
different style of rugby. However, they still 
managing to win 60% of their matches. A 
mark of their ability is that seven players 
have been selected for the 1st XV.

The Under 15s struggled with injuries 
but at full strength the As were a match for 
anyone and the Bs and Cs won over half 
their fixtures. The highlights of the year for 
them was the trip to Cardiff and the As win 
over St John’s.

At Under 14 the focus was on development 
of core skills and game understanding: all the 
attributes needed to be successful as the 
players grow and mature as rugby players. 
They enjoyed a tour to the West Country and, 
as an age group, won over half the fixtures. 

Jack Kenningham, Rugby Captain
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S K I - R A C I N G
Runners-up

THE SEASON BEGAN with the Regional 
Championships. The Reed’s teams came up 
against strong opposition but managed to 
retain the U16 boys’ crown. The U19A and 
B teams were narrowly beaten into second 
and third places and the U14 boys were third 
in their age group. The girls put up a spirited 
display in securing second place.

In the English finals the U19 boys were 
in outstanding form (on a longer and more 
challenging course) to take the National 
title with the B team taking third place. The 
U16 team cruised to the gold medals with a 
fifth consecutive victory and title of National 
U16 Champions. The girls found things 
tougher at this level but managed to stay 
competitive, coming eighth.

In the Open Championships the Reed’s 
A team was on fantastic form. James Gillett 
and Joe Davey picked up individual silver and 
bronze medals and led the team to a fifth Open 
Championship title in 7 years. The B team proved 
too strong for the opposition and showed all the 
other A teams a clean set of tracks by securing 
second place, completing another renowned 
1-2 for the Reed’s senior boys. 

The season came to a close at Pontypool 
for the British Championships where teams 
from Wales and Scotland provided stiff 
opposition. Adam Fluck was one of the few 
boys to ski consistently over the two runs 
and blasted his way to the individual title. 
Small errors on each run proved costly in the 
challenge for the team medals, but the strength 
of Reed’s was highlighted by the fact that even 
on a day when things didn’t quite work out, 
the A and B teams’ second and fourth places 
were still the best from England.  

Mark Vernon, Head of Skiing

Open Champion Winners and Runners-Up

A VICTORY IN ROUND 1 of the ISGA Singles 
Matchplay competition at Burhill against RGS, 
Guildford, for the Reed’s B team of Austin 
Gambel, Axel Slijepcevic and Matthew Hawke 
kick started the Golf Academy’s season. The 
team then took out Hampton, the victors 
against Reed’s A earlier in the term, and now 
face Wellington or St George’s in the area final; 
the winners of that will reach the national finals 
in April at St Andrew’s.

G O L F
Excellent start to the season for the Academy

T E N N I S 
U13 National Tennis 
Champions again

THE REED’S U13 TENNIS TEAM travelled to 
Bolton to play in the schools national finals, a 
competition which started back in April with 
over 600 teams. We had to win ten matches 
to qualify for this stage. 

Having won the requisite 10 matches to 
quality the Reed’s U13 tennis team travelled to 
Bolton to play in the Schools’ National Finals. 
After some high quality tennis in the first match 
the doubles were split, so the match went to 
a sudden death shootout. The drama was 
intense as the boys went match point down at 
9-8, but some fantastic tennis from both Sam 
Reeve and Melchior Delloye saw them through 
11-9 to win the match. The second match 
was a simpler affair, beating Warwick 6-0 to 
set up an exciting final against Millfield. After 
a loss in the singles the team put in excellent 
wins to give a 3-1 lead, however, both doubles 
went against them to make the match 3-3 – 
another tie break! Sam and Melchior again 

stepped up for Reed’s and the points were 
very close, both teams staying within a point 
of each other. Finding themselves 9-8 match 
point down, amazingly, the miracle happened 
again and they pulled off a 13-11 win! 

We are very, very proud of the boys, 
especially as this is now the seventh time we 
have won the Under 13 Nationals!

Adrian Blackman, Head of Tennis

Miles Wallis, making his debut in a major 
tournament for the School, held off tough 
competition to win the North of England 
Schools’ Championships at Formby despite 
terrible conditions. Lewis Wickham also 
performed well and the pair won the team 
event for Reed’s as well. Miles made a 
wonderful acceptance speech. The squad of 
U15 golfers was in Liverpool preparing the day 
before the event and all are becoming skilled in 
planning their strategies for competition.

This was swiftly followed by the HMC 
Foursomes team (Lucas Gambel with Alex 
Gadd, Austin Gambel and debutant Christian 
Gadd along with Demi Di Matteo and Axel 
Slijepcevic) winning their first round against 
Caterham to earn a second round tie against 
Epsom College. The HMC Foursomes is 
the premier team golf event in the schools’ 
golfing calendar. Reed’s will need to win four 
rounds to secure a place in the finals in July at 
Luffenham Heath Golf Club, the venue of our 
stunning win back in 2014.

James Wallis, Head of Golf 

Tennis - U13 National Winners
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Rackets cubed

Tuesday 23rd & Thursday 24th January
THE REGGAE SHOW  
7pm in The Ensemble Room

Wednesday 24th January
OPENING OF THE NEW CRICKET CENTRE 
3pm (invitation only)

Thursday 1st February
FUTURECAREERS EVENING
7pm in the Assembly Hall

Saturday 3rd February
FORS QUIZ NIGHT 
7.30pm in the Assembly Hall

Thursday 8th February
A LEVEL MUSICAL RECITAL 
6pm at Steinway Hall, London

Saturday 24th February
OPEN MORNING
Please see website for full timings and details

Thursday 8th March
JAZZ CABARET EVENING
7.30pm at The Hideaway Club, Streatham

Friday 9th March 
SPORTS DINNER
7pm in the Assembly Hall

Friday 16th March
FORS PAMPER NIGHT 
7pm in the Assembly Hall

Sunday 18th March
MUSIC FOR PASSIONTIDE
7pm in the School Chapel

Tuesday 20th March
CLOSE PRODUCTION “EMIL & THE 
DETECTIVES” 
7pm in the Assembly Hall

Thursday 22nd March
ORs HOCKEY & NETBALL 
6pm at Reed’s School

These events and timings may be subject to alteration, so 
please check the website for the most up to date information 
www.reeds.surrey.sch.uk

IN SEPTEMBER TWENTY YEAR 
SIX PUPILS from Ellingham Primary 
in Chessington embarked on the 
inaugural Rackets Cubed programme 
at Reed’s. Rackets Cube, a national 
initiative founded by Reed’s Parent 
Michael Hill, is a ten-week course 
which combines Mathematics 
lessons and squash coaching: one 
of the many outreach initiatives run 
through our Primary Forum.  

The pupils have been a pleasure 
to work with and the progress they 
have made is significant. The last 

F O R T H C O M I N G  E V E N T S
Spring Term 2018

session culminated in a squash 
tournament between all the pupils 
with a final match of real quality.

We are indebted to Claire Baker, 
from Surrey Squash’s County 
Coaching & Development team who 
did a wonderful job engaging the 
pupils, as well as Maths teacher, 
Terry Ha, and our Sixth Formers 
who gave their Monday afternoons 
to help in the classroom and on the 
squash courts.                 

Ed Whiffin, Outreach Manager & 

Jonathan Wright, Head of Maths

Learning Maths in Rackets Cubed

The Primary School pupils in Rackets Cubed

CAN YOU HELP AT OUR 
FUTURECAREERS EVENT ON  
1ST FEBRUARY?
Please contact Ed Whiffin 01932 869089


